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Central African Republic 


Congress Creates Prime Ministerial Post 


AB0703213291 Bangui Domestic Service 
in French 1800 GMT 6 Mar 91 


[Excerpt] The Congress devoted to amending the Con- 
stitution of 28 November 1986 has ended with the 
creation of the post of a prime minister whose role is to 
set out the cabinet’s plan of action. This session featured 
the power to check granted to the members of parlia- 
ment. The Congress session ended today at the Hall of 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. The speaker of the 
National Assembly, 'n his closing address, expressed 
satisfaction with the successful conclusion of the meeting 
which he said is an historic one that constitutes a very 
important law, a far-reaching political act, and the most 
outstanding event of this new year. Let us listen to him. 


[Begin Nationa! Assembly Speaker recording] All is well 
that ends well. | am particularly delighted with the 
positive results which we have happily attained at the 
end of our meeting. This great victory, which I hereby 
warmly salute, is in many senses the victory of freedom 
and democracy, essential factors for the development of 
the Central African Republic. 


During this session of the Congress—short as it may 
have been—filled with historical qualities, we have just 
adopted a very important law, the law amending the 
Constitution of 28 November 1986, making room for the 
creation of the post of prime minister and strengthening 
the power of checks and balances of the National 
Assembly. I am strongly convinced that this far-reaching 
political act will be the most outstanding event of this 
new year both because of its symbolic value and for its 
practical consequences on the life of the nation. 


The entire Central African Republic people will be 
grateful to President Andre Kolingba who 1s its initiator. 
By making the realistic decision to evolve at a rhythm 
that is proper to our internal rate of maturity, we must 
know how to systematically give priority to the consoli- 
dation of the achievements so as to make them irrevers- 
ible in the land of the Central African Republic. 


In this condition, the strengthening and deepening of 
democracy can only be best appreciated with credible 
institutions playing their role fully and efficiently. 
Through the vote that we have just cast, the evolution of 
the Central African Republic by incremental upgrading 
has just climbed another upward and decisive step in 
which every citizen henceforth places great hope. With 
the creation of the post of prime minister, who is 
responsible to the president of the Republic and the 
National Assembly and whose legitimacy 1s established 
by universal suffrage, this renovated constitution conse- 
crates definitively the democratic nature of the political 
system that obtains today in our country. [passage 
omitted] [end recording] 
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Rwanda 


Clashes Continue Between Government Army, Rebels 


LDO803 184491 Paris International Service 
in French 1230 GMT 8 Mar 91 


[Text] On the border with Zaire the situation in Rwanda 
remains tense. There has been talk of fighting and 
casualties during the last few days, and we learn that the 
French Government is currently relieving its contin- 
gent—around 100 paratroopers of the Foreign Legion 
left Corsica yesterday, 80 others will be sent to Rwanda 
from next Monday. So, the French operation is con- 
tinuing. Carmen Bader reports: 


[Bader] Exactly, and on the French side it is specified 
that the paratroopers will be based exclusively in Kigali, 
the capital, the implication being that there is no ques- 
tion of their intervening in the zone of the clashes 
between the government army and the rebels. It is a 
question of continuing the deterrent mission, we should 
note. To be precise, the French soldiers could only 
intervene in the event of a possible evacuation of foreign 
citizens. I should specify that no such evacuation is on 
the program at present, even if the situation remains 
confused in the north of the country. 


According to Kigali the Army has recently killed 250 
rebels of the Rwandan Patriotic Front [RPF], which, I 
quote, has massed 600 men along the border with 
Uganda, a report categorically denied by the RPF which 
also refutes the claim that it 1s launching its attacks from 
Ugandan territory. However, this northern region is not 
the only troubled region: From Belgian sources we know 
that incidents broke out two weeks ago near Gisenyi, not 
far from the border with Zaire, between Tutsi and Hutu 
villagers, resulting in several dead and injured. The 
clashes were followed by the arrest of an unspecified 
number of people. 


RPF Spokesman on Fighting 


EA0803212691 Dar es Salaam Domestic Service 
in Swohili 1300 GMT 8 Mar 91 


[Text] Kigali—Radio Rwanda has sa.d that a rebel group 
opposed to the Rwandan Government yesterda, 
launched attacks in the south [as heard] of Ruhenger 
Prefecture. The news said the fighting continued in the 
afternoon, but that the rebels were repulsed by govern- 
ment forces. 


Earlier, a spokesman of the Rwandan Popular Front 
[RPF] said the rebel forces had wounded many soldiers 
of the Rwandan Government Army during the fighting 
in Ruhengeri Prefecture. This RPF spokesman said that 
his rebel group, which is fighting the Rwandan Govern- 
ment, has been attacking for the last four days and that 
fighting was still going on. He said that during one of the 
rebel attacks, the latter managed to destroy the country’s 
army headquarters. 


~ 


8 Mar Attack From Uganda Repulsed 


EA0803215091 Kigali Domestic Service 
in French 1800 GMT 8 Mar 91 


[Excerpts] The Council of Ministers met today at the 
Fifth of July Hotel in Kigali from 0915 to 1330 under the 
chairmanship of General Juvenal Habyarimana, the 
president of the Republic. [passage omitted] 


Before ending the session, the president of the Republic 
informed the members of the government about the 
pr-vailing situation in regions neighboring Ruhengeri 
Prefecture and the Mutara region. He stressed tnat the 
rebel [inkotanyi] aggressors have refused to observe the 
cease-fire, which should have been in effect since 1000 
on 18 February. 


Current!v, our aggressors continue to gather on Ugandan 
territory near our border and are making incursions into 
our country. That is why they have been launching 
attacks against the border area, in the Kidaho Commune 
and the Nyagatare region for the last few days. Every 
tume they attack, they lose several men and combat 
equipment. This is to say that the population must 
remain vigilant and, as it has always been doing, support 
the action of the Rwandan authorities and Armed 
Forces, who have displayed exemplary devotion and 
courage. 


Concerning the latest victories of the Rwandan Armed 
Forces over the rebels, here is Stanislas Kanyanzira in 
Ruhenger: 


[Begin Kanyanzira recording] The attack perpetrated by 
the rebels in Kidaho, in Ruhengeri Prefecture, was 
completely repulsed at the end of the same day [7 March] 
at around 1800. This morning at around 0700, however, 
the cockroaches [inyenzi] came back again. The 
Rwandan Armed Forces, who replied violently, were in 
full control of the border by around 1300. 


According to authorized military sources in Ruhen,eri, 
yesterday's attack was carried out by elements num- 
bering more than 300. Today, the cockroaches attacked 
with 150 men. During the two days, the enemy lost 80 
men and several kalashnikovs. Several enemy injured 
were taken to Uganda, as the assailants cannot pretend 
they come from the volcanoes [Rwanda], for they came 
from well beyond the border (?toward) Gisoro [Uganda]. 
[end recording] 


11 Mar Meeting With Rebels Planned 


EA1003222091 Kigali Domestic Service 
in French 800 GMT 10 Mar 91 


[Text] The president of the Republic returned to Kigali 
late this afternoon. He had been accompanied to Bujum- 
bura by his wife; Colonel Augustin Ndindiliyimana, 
minister in the president's office charged with defense 
and security questions, and Mr. Francois Nzabahimana, 
minister of commerce and consumption. 
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It is worth noting that during a news conference given by 
the three heads of state of the Economic Community of 
Great Lakes Countries after their conference in Bujum- 
bura, President Mobutu Sese Seko of Zaire announced 
that a meeting will take place tomorrow in Kinshasa 
between a Rwandan delegation and a rebel [inkotanyi]} 
delegation. President Mobutu has been charged with 
mediating in the search for peace through dialogue. 


Habyarimana Meets State Department Official 


EA1003134291 Kigali Domestic Service 
in French 1115 GMT 9 Mar 91 


[Text] The president of the Republic, General Juvenal 
Habyarimana, this morning met the deputy assistant 
secretary of state for African affairs, eastern and central 
region, Mr. Hicks, who arrived in Kigali yesterday, and 
who handed the president of the Republic a message 
from the U.S. Assistant Secretary of State for African 
Affairs Herman Cohen. He said that he had discussed 
with the head of state the current conflict, following the 
external aggression against Rwanda since last October, 
and bilateral relations betweer Kigali and Washington. 


Mr. Hicks declared that he had expressed to the 
Rwandan head of state the thanks of the United States 
for the African attitude toward the Gulf conflict, in 
which the United States had been actively involved to 
free Kuwait. 


Earlier, Mr. Hicks met the two ministers in the office of 
the president of the Republic, and the principal secretary 
in the Ministry of National defense, who informed him 
about the situation in the country since | October last 
year. 


Sao Tome & Principe 


Outgoing President Pinto, New Parliament Clash 


AB1003113491 Paris AFP in French 1846 GMT 
6 Mar 91 


[Text] Sao Tome, 6 Mar (AFP)}—The new multiparty 
national Assembly of Sao Tome and Principe has just 
denied Manuel Pinto da Costa the right to make, as the 
Outgoing president, a farewell tour aimed at meeting his 
Central African counterparts, it was learned today from 
an informed source in the Sao Tomean capital. Mr. Pinto 
da Costa had planned to lead an official delegation of 
about 10 members to Cameroon, Zaire, and Equatorial 
Guinea to take leave of these countries’ presidents. 


The Assembly has decided otherwise, considering that 
his term of office ended on the evening of Sunday, 3 
March (the day the presidential elections were held), that 
he had had ail the time necessary to say farewell before 
then, and that henceforth, he could no longer enjoy the 
prerogatives conferred on a head of state. 


According to an interpretation of the pluralistic Consti- 
tution adopted in August 1990 by the National 
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Assembly, its speaker, Leonel Mario d’Alva, has been the 
president of the Republic ad interim since the evening of 
3 March and will continue in this capacity until the next 
president is installed. Mr. d Alva is also the general 
secretary of the Democratic Convergence Party- 
Reflection Group (PCD-GR, majority opposition in the 
National Assembly) that supported Miguel Trovoada’s 
candidacy in Sunday's presidential elections. 


Although the results of these elections have not been 
officially announced yet, Mr. Trovoada, who remained 
the only candidate for the elections, is said to have won 
them with more than 80 percent of the votes cast, 
according to the unofficial figures published by the 
National Elections Commission. 


According to informed sources, in Sao Tome, Mr. Pinto 
da Costa wanted the transfer of power ceremony to take 
place directly between him and Mr. Trovoada the month 
following the presidential elections, but the National 
Assembly has decided otherwise. This is the first serious 
hitch between the new pluralistic Assembly and the 
incumbent president. 


In an interview with AFP on the eve of the elections, Mr. 
Trovoada had accused Mr. Pinto da Costa of having a bill 
passed in his favor by the previous National Assembly at 
its last session. This law provided that he would continue 
to receive his salary of the president of the Republic after 
his departure, that he would permanently benefit from two 
official vehicles, three bodyguards, and various services 
free, particularly telephone services. 


The next president of the Republic had indicated that 
the National Assembly had “more important things to 
examine” and clearly stated that he intended to “reex- 
amine this issue” in the future. 


Zaire 


Constitutional Draft Conference Established 


AB0803 133091 Paris AFP in English 1208 GMT 
8 Mar 91 


[Text] Kinshasa, March 8 (AFP)}—A panel has been set 
up in Zaire to draft a new constitution and sketch the 
outlines of the country’s future political system, 
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according to a presidential decree published here 
Thursday. The constitutional conference, which will sit 
for 30 days, includes members of the government, polit- 
ical parties, and experts, according to a second decree 
published the same day 


President Mobutu Sese Seko ts to appoint a chairman 
from a list of candidates drawn up by the conference. 
The future constitution will be put to a national refer- 
endum. 


Strike pressure last year forced Marshal Mobutu to agree 
to a multi-party political system, but he said he would 
Stay in his post as an arbitrator, above all parties. A week 
ago, after a meeting with Marshal Mobutu in the town of 
N’sele, 60 kilometers (35 miles) northwest of the capital, 
leading political parties threatened to boycott the consti- 
tutional conference “as long as President Mobutu is 
there”. But a statement published later said he had 
reached an agreement with the parties on the organiza- 
tion of the conference. 


More on Conference 


AB1103114891 Dakar PANA in English 1112 GMT 
11 Mar 91 


[Text] Kinshasa, 11 March (AZAP/PANA)—Zairian 
President Mobutu Sese Seko has created a constitutional 
conference charged with the political organisation of the 
future 3rd republic of Zaire, including its constitution to 
be submitted to a referendum. 


The conference, created within the framework of the 
democratisation process which started on 24 April 1990, 
will be composed of representatives of political institu- 
tions, ali the active forces in the country and personali- 
ties to be designated because of their competence and 
experience. A decree announcing the formation of the 
conference said it would consist of a plenary session and 
a technical commission of experts. 


The conference, whose duration will be 30 days, will 
formulate and adopt its internal regulations to guide its 
operations. Its seven-member bureau will be headed by a 
chairman appointed by the Zairian president and three 
vice presidents representing public institutions, political 
parties and the nation’s active forces. The constitutional 
conference would be dissolved after submitting its final 
report and draft constitution. 


4 EAST AFRICA 


Burundi 


Refugees Continue To Return From Tanzania, Rwanda 


EA0803 163591 Bujumbura Domestic Service 
in English 1745 GMT 7 Mar 91 


[Text] Burundi refugees continue to return home from 
neighboring countries. Twenty-one arrived today at 
Makamba, from Tanzania, among them many children 
who are stepping on the Burundian soil for the first time; 
70 others arriwed today in Kayanza from Rwanda. Their 
return follows Burundese authorities call on all Burundi 
refugees in joining them to come and help to build the 
country. 


The return is not only made easier by the peaceful 
Situation prevailing in the country but also the different 
facilities granted to them for their resettlement. In this 
connection, a commission in charge of the repatriation 
an! resettlement of refugees has been created to help 
those returning refugees. The commission has already 
held two meetings. 


Ethiopia 


EPRDF Combats EPRP, WPE in Gojam, Gonder 


EA0803 152191 (Clandestine) Voice of the Ethiopian 
People for Peace. Democracy, and Freedom in Amharic 
0400 GMT 8 Mar 91 


[Excerpts] The Ethiopian People’s Revolutionary Party 
[EPRP] has continued its violence. [passage omitted] On 
6 March the EPRP opened fire on our army traveling 
from Dangila to Gimja Bet Maryam in Gojam on a 
security operation. This ambush inflicted losses on our 
members. They carried out this attack jointly with 
Dergue armed criminals of the Worker's Party of Ethi- 
opia who have been moving in the area to fight the broad 
masses following the Ethiopian People’s Revolutionary 
Democratic Front [EPRDF] Army's destruction of the 
Dergue administration. The attacked EPRDF members 
have made efforts to avoid the situation and have 
prevented it from flaring up. 


Says Gonder ‘Liberated’ 
EA0903113891 (Clandestine) Voice of the Ethiopian 
People for Peace, Democracy, and Freedom in Amharic 
0400 GMT 9 Mar 9! 


[Text] The heroic Ethiopian People's Revolutionary 
Democratic Front’s [EPRDF] People’s Army, has com- 
pletely destroyed the Dergue’s army which was stationed 
in Gonder and its environs, and the Gonder Adminis- 
trative Area is now completely free from the fascist 
Workers Party of Ethiopia [WPE] regime. [music] 


The heroic People’s Army liberated all of Gonder 
Administrative Area, after completely destroying the 
huge number of enemy forces which were stationed in 
and had fortifications in various parts of the area. 
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Before our heroic army scored this shining victory, the 
enemy force in the town of Gonder and its environs was 
as follows: the 603d Army Corps first headquarters [as 
heard] in Gonder town, the brigade-size headquarters of 
the 25th Army Division in Azezo; the 136th Brigade at 
Amba Giyorgis; the 157th Brigade at (Teba); one coor- 
dinating brigade at Degoma, the 154th Brigade at Adis 
Zemen, and the 133d Brigade. 


Our heroic People’s Army, after mobilizing from south 
Gonder, destroyed the 4th Mechanized Army Division 
which was the backbone of the 603d Army Corps. One 
wing headed to Gojam. The second wing moved ahead to 
liberate Gonder town, and at first, after destroying the 
154th Brigade stationed at Adis Zemen town, continued 
its march to Azezo. Before 1 reached Azezo, the army 
fleeing from Adis Zemen and the brigade stationed at 
Degoma met and tried to halt our army's advance to 
Azezo, but the EPRDF’s People’s Army cestroyed and 
wiped them out at (Kulkal Ber), while organizing its 
plans to march to Azezo. 


At the same time, the heroic EPRDF's People’s Army 
around western Gonder, at (Arma Cheho) and Ch’elga., 
moved ahead to destroy the 13%d Army Brigade sta- 
tioned at Aykel. This one also fled and, after joining the 
Dergue forces at (Quhait), tried to resist. [music] 


On the third angle, our army, who marched ahead on the 
western side, after sweeping away the Dergue’s forces in 
the area and after joining our army coming from Aykel, 
destroyed the Dergue army which was trying to reorga- 
nize at Kola Diba. Then, after joining our army from 
Adis Zemen stationed at (Kulkal Ber), and after coordi- 
nating its plan, directed its attack on Azezo, the core of 
the Gonder plan. [music] 


While our army was preparing to attack Azezo, the 
Dergue tried to reinforce its army by flying in additional 
forces from the central region, using the Azezo airstrip. 
After destroying the enemy force in Azezo and after 
destroying the WPE army trying to reorganize around 
this area, our heroic People’s Army was able to liberate 
all of Gonder town. 


The EPRDF’'s People’s Army, after liberating Gonder 
f-om the WPE armies is now engaged in a mopping-up 
operation throughout the area. When our army entered 
Gonder town, the residents of the town and the people in 
the environs welcomed them and expressed their feelings 
in a lofty spirit. [music] 


Attack Leaves Over 2,000 Casualties 


EA0903115891 (Clandestine) Voice of the Ethiopian 
People for Peace, Democratic, and Freedom in Amharic 
0400 GMT 9 Mar 91 


[Text] The Dergue, after assembling its army from 
variour fronts, and try.ng to enter Goyam through Shewa 
was shattered by our army's surprise attack. [music] 
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The Dergue’s efforts to enter Gojam through Shewa, 
after assembling its army from various fronts, was shat- 
tered on 7 March when the heroic Ethiopian Pewple’s 
Revolutionary Democratic Front’s [EPRIOT] Po pie’s 
Army launched its surprise attack. 


During (us fast and determined move, the enemy's 
[words indistinct] 4th Air assigned [as heard] Division, 
2d and 3d Brigades and also the 43d Special Commando 
Brigade were destroyed completely. These enemy army 
forces who dreamed of entering Gojam through Goha 
Tsiyon and passing through tiie Nile bridge, had their 
hopes shattered and lost more than 2,000 soldiers, killed 
and wounded, and 400 soldiers were also taken pris- 
oners. It has also been learned that among the dead, 15 
are said to be officers. 


During this victorious move, members of our heroic 
anti-aircraft units shot down one MiG-23 military air- 
craft and made the Dergue’s air bombardment fruitless. 
According to the reports we have so far, more than 1,000 
light and medium rifles, 40 Bren guns, 15 mortars, and 
one vehicle load of mortar shells were captured. [music] 


Attacks 89th Brigade 


E40903120291 (Clandestine) Voice of the Ethiwvian 
People for Peace, Democracy, and Freedom in Anzharic 
0400 GMT 9 Mar 91 


[Text] The heroic Ethiopian People’s Revolutionary 
Democratic Front’s People’s Army, in its attack directed 
against the 89th Brigade of the 4th Division stationed at 
Kimir Dingay and Jama River, on the north Shewa 
front, put more than 267 soldiers out of action. Our 
heroic army, during its attack, destroyed two enemy 
battalions, leaving 114 enemy soldiers dead or wounded. 
and 153 others were taken prisoners. Other conscrijus 
from the area fled in disarray. 


In addition. 145 rifles. three Bren guns, five RPG's, one 
81-mm mortar, one communications radio set and many 
bullets and shells were captured. [music}. 


Issues Statement on Gunder 


EA0903174291 (Clandestine) Voice of the Ethiopian 
People for Peace, Democracy, and Freedom iv, Amharic 
0400 GMT 9 Mar 91 


[Statement No. 6” issued by the Ethiopian People’s 
Revolutionary Democratic Front, EPRDF, general 
council to the combatants and residents of Gonder and 
its suburbs on 8 March; place not given] 


[Text] The Dergue’s army stationed in Goneésr and its 
suburbs that was harassing you and forcibly stealing your 
harvest and taking your children during the undemo- 
cratic system of the Dergue’s regime has been completely 
destroyed by the heroic EPRDF’'s People’s Army and by 
your own struggle. Some of the Dergue’s servants fled 
during the night. If the Dergue’s army, which was estab- 
lished to destroy, does not surrender peacefully or if it ts 
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not under your control, it will launch its destructive acts 
to disrupt the peace you have achieved so far. 


Te our EPRDF members, members of the militia, and 
our combatant compatriots who are around Gonder, 
especially, at (Arma Cheho), Ch'elga, Wegera, and 
Deboy: Those scattered Dergue soldiers who surrender 
peacefully must be handled carefully and be handed to 
the nearest People’s Assembly or to EPRDF combatants. 
The EPRDF General Council urges that reasonable 
actions be taken without any mercy to those who are not 
willing to surrender peacefully or who resist. [Signed] 
EPRDF General Council, 8 March 1991 


AFP Views Situation 
AB0903232491 Paris AFP in Enelish 
1740 GMT 9 Mar 91 


[By Didier Lapeyronie] 


[Text] Addis Ababa, March 9 (AFP)}—Recent victory 
claims by Eritreans and Tigrayans who have beeen 
fighting government forces for many years in northern 
Ethiopia have roused real fears here that the capital itself 
is now at risk from wnsurgents. On Saturday, the Ethio- 
pian People’s Revolutionary Democratic Front 
(EPRDF), which fights alongside the Tigray People’s 
Liberation Front (TPLF), said that Ethiopian forces in 
and around Gonder, the strategic capital of the province 
of the sarne name, had been “completely destroyed”. 


The rebels claimed in a radio broadcast earlier this week 
to have seized control of neighboring Gojam province. 
Fighting has also been reported to the south of that 
region in northern Shewa province, fewer than 200 
kilometres (125 miles) from Addis Ababa. Alarm here 
seems more widespread among Ethiopians than in the 
expatriate community. Addis Ababa residents are by no 
means facing high drama and food continurs to arrive 
one way or another, though fuel supplies are shot. 
Fighting in Gonder and Gojam nevertheless threatens 
supplies of “teff’, a cereal abundantly cultivated in that 
region which serves as a food staple for many Ethiopians. 


Diplomats here said the TPLF has been doing “well 
enough,” as counter-offensives, one into the provinces 
that have fallen to the Tigrayans, the other to the north 
Gf Dese, also north of Addis Ababa. Control of these 
regions is vital to keeping the Eritrean capital, Asmera, 
in government hands. The regular army has managed to 
break a strangehold clamped around the far northern city 
by the Eritrean People’s Liberation Front (EPLF), sev- 
eral sources here said. 


Col. Mengistu’s men are as) said to have recaptured 
Aksum and Adwa, ancient imperial capitals of symbolic 
importance in Tigray rvovince, but officials have not 
confirmed these reports. Further south, a rebellion by 
the Oromo Liberation Front [OLF], which has been 
fighting since 1974 for independence of tribes in the 
central belt, represents no serious threat, diplomats said, 
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since the OLF cannot endanger the road from Addis tc 
the major eastern port of Aseb. 


The regime has benefitted from its Gulf stance. It 
declared against Iraqi President Saddam Husayn as his 
troops occupied Kuwait last August 2, winning goodwill 
in the West and among the Arab leaders who opposed 
the invasion, diplomats said. Relations with Saudi 
Arabia thawed spectacularly. Diplomats said the Saudi 
monarchy, previously accused here of backing the Eri- 
treans, initially agreed to supply Addis Ababa with oil 
for the next five years. 


That arrangement nearly collapsed when Saudis noticed 
a “disastrous” interview Col. Mengistu gave the JERUS- 
ALEM POST newspaper in December, saying that Ethi- 
opia and Israel should form a common front to oppose 
Arab hegemony in the region. The statement was con- 
sidered “unfortunate” even by leaders here, who decided 
two weeks ago, as the Gulf war was at its height, to 
despatch Foreign Minister Tesfaye Dinka to Riyadh to 
repair the damage. He came away with the Saudi oil tap 
open again, but just for one year, several sources said. 


While waiting for this flow to start, the government has 
been buying oil on the open market, though officials 
recognize that Ethiopia's foreign currency reserves are 
almost non-existent. Petrol (gasoline) is rationed to 18 
litres (4.7 U.S. gallons) per household per weck, and up 
to 20 litres (5.2 gallons) per day for taxis, but drivers 
have to wait just a few minutes to fill their tanks as 
against four hours or so two weeks ago. 


For three months, Ethiopia has had no accredited 
finance minister, an informed source said, following the 
resignation of Wolle Chekol, which has yet to be 
announced officially. Soveces close to the regime have 
shown disappointment regarding Israel, which has taken 
in tens of thousands of Falasha black Jews from Ethiopia 
since the two countries renewed diplomatic ties in 
November 1989. “Israel promised a great deal, but 
hasn't kept it's word,” one official said Friday, but he 
would not disclose what was offered in exchange for 
Falashas. One diplomat said the deal concerned a few 
contracts with Israeli companies, mostly to cater for the 
Mengistu regime's considerable consumption of arms. 


Late ‘ast month, peace talks with northern rebels, held 
und«r U.S. auspices in Washington, came to nothing. 
Next September, the Eritrean war, the longest conflict in 
Africa, will be be 30 years old. 


Eritrean People’s Army Claims Liberation of Ed 


EA1003174091 (Clandestine) Voice of the Broad 
Masses of Eritrea in Tigrinya 1500 GMT 10 Mar 91 


[Excerpts] The heroic Eritrean People’s Liberation 
Army, continuing its campaign in Dankalia, has liber- 
ated Ed, 150 km northwest of Aseb. During the victo- 
rious attack on 8 March 1991 from 1700 to 1900, our 
heroic people’s army put 200 enemy soldiers out of 
action. In addition our people's army seized four tanks 


FBIS-AFR-91-047 
11 March 1991 


and destroyed five others. [passage omitted] During the 
fighting at Ed. over 300 conscript compatriots cooper- 
ated with their brother Eritrean People’s Liberation 
Front combatants without shooting one bu’let. [passage 
omitted] 


People’s Army Ready To Go to War Front 


EA1003215291 Addis Ababa Domestic Service 
in Amharic 1700 GMT 10 Mar 91 


[Excerpts] Following the State Council's call concerning 
the wars unleashed on us from different directions by 'he 
sha’biyyah [Eritrean People’s Liberation Front] and the 
weyane [Tigre People’s Liberation Front] to disrupt our 
country’s unity, the Addis Ababa Administrative 
Region's People’s Army accepted the call wholeheartedly 
and reaffirmed their readiness to fight alongside the 
Army fighting on the war fronts. Having called upon the 
government to consider their demand, they asked the 
government to give them the necessary instructions to 
enable them to go to the war front. Selemon Ghebre 
Tsadik. a Voice of Ethiopia reporter, reports from Zone 
Four: 


[Selemon] Those who presented their demand to Com- 
rade President Mengistu Haile-Mariam and to the State 
Council to fight alongside the Army on the war fronts are 
from Sululta, (Welmerha), (Bereha), Alem Gena, and 
Akaki Provinces. They are well-trained militarily, they 
are armed, and they are members of the People’s Army. 


The People’s Army presented their demand when Com- 
rade Berhanu Bayih, Politburo member of the Worker's 
Party of Ethiopia Central Committee, a vice president of 
Ethiopia, and head of Zone Four, visited Sululta, (Welm- 
erha), and (Bereha) Provinces to inspect the competence 
and readiness of the People’s Army. The Army represen- 
tative made a speech to affirm ihe Army's readiness and 
competence saying that in order to contain the war 
launched by the sha’biyyah and weyane, who have 
inflicted heavy damage and who are presently fighting to 
dis; upt our unity, and to contain this destructive action, 
we are ready to fight alongside our revolutionary and 
People’s Army on the war fronts. 


If our country’s peace is not safeguarded it will be 
difficult or impossible to marry, have chilcren, and raise 
them, so we are ready to do our duty. [battle song] 


[passage omitted] 


During Comrade Berhanu Bayih’s speech, he said that 
our enemies’ hope and aim is to dismember and destroy 
our country, Ethiopia. With a united arm, we will 
destroy aad shatter their aim and hope. The present war 
is tough and demands many sacrifices, but since we are 
ready to build one united Ethiopia, we are more ready 
than ever to make any sacrifices on any front. He also 
assured them that he would pass their demands on to the 


president. [passage omitted] 
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Tanzania 


Mwinyi Laenches Investigative Commission 


EA0603202291 Dar es Salaam Domestic Service 
in Swahili 1700 GMT § Mar 91 


[Text] Dar es Salaam—Today President Ali Hassan 
Mwinyi officially launched the presidential commission 
on debating a one-party or multiparty system in Tan- 
zania. In an address launching the cornmission, the 
president said one of the commission's duties is to 
coordinate public opinion on whether to continue with a 
single party or adopt a multiparty system in the country. 
The commission's other duties are to advise and recom- 
mend on the need, rationale, and outcome of proceeding 
with a one-party system or changing the system without 
affecting the Constitution's principles relating to smooth 
government operations and the citizens’ mghts and 
duties. 


The commission will also consider, analyze, and elabo- 
rate on the effects or benefits of amending the party 
set-up, especially on the unity of Tanzanians and peace 
and harmony in the country among all Tanzanians. One 
of the president's guidelines to the commission is to 
determine the role of the Army in our society, if a 
multiparty system 1s adopted. 


PAC Leader Praises Stand on South Africa 


EA0603203291 Nairobi KNA in English 1713 GMT 
5 Mar 91 


[Excerpts] Dar es Salaam, 5 March (KNA)— 
Pan-Africanist Congress (PAC) president, Clarence 
Makwetu, has praised Tanzania for its unwavering 
stance in favour of continued economic sanctions 
against the South African racist regime. He said that 
pressure against Pretoria must be maintained, adding 
that this was not the right time to reward President F.W. 
de Klerk for the cosmetic changes he has introduced in 
the country. Makwetu made the commendation in Dar 
es Salaam Tuesday, during talks with President Ali 
Hassan Mwinyi and Foreign Minister Ahmad Hasan 
Diria. [passage omitted] 


The talks between Makwetu and the Tanzanian author- 
ities focused on the current situation inside South Africa 
and the moves towards unity being madr by PAC, the 
African National Congress (ANC; and other anti- 
apartheid groups so as to form a common front to speed 
up the dismantling of apartheid. Foreign Minister Diria 
reiterated Tanzania's resolve to continue supporting ihe 
struggle being waged by the exploited masses in South 
Africa until victory is attained. 
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Foreign Minister Meets Danish Delegation 
ABO803 165591 Dakar PANA in English 0925 GMT 
8 Mar 91 


[Quotation marks as received] 


[Text] Dar es Salaam, 8 March (SHIHATA/ 
PANA)}—The Tanzanian Government's current efforts 
to democratize and liberalize the economy are not a 
departure from the ruling party's doctrine of socialism 
and self-reliance, Foreign Minister Ahmed Diria has 
said. He made the statement Thursday when he received 
a delegation from the Danish International Develop- 
ment Agency, DANIDA. The delegation was headed by 
Torben Brylle, who is the agency's head of division. 


Citing the formation of a commission to review the 
country’s banking and taxation systems, the munister 
said the decis.on had been made to inject efficiency into 
the economy, through competition. It was not a step 
away from the country’s principles of self-reliance and 
socialism as enshrined in the Arusha declaration. 


Diria said that commission was also racant to strengthen 
Tanzania's political culture through democracy. But at 
the same time we need to nourish and strengthen the 
stability that Tanzania has enjoyed over the past 25 years 
of our independence,” he said. 


The decision whether to remain a single party state or 
opt for a multiparty state, he said, would be made by the 
public and noi by either the party or the government. 


Diria said Tanzania would not accept ideas of democ- 
racy imposed from outside and which were alien to its 
political culture. But we are also open to constructive 
criticisms and suggestions from honest and sincere 
friends like the Danish,” he said. Also, he said human 
rights were incorporated in the country’s constitution 
and Tanzania liked to maintain its good reputation in 
this area. 


Other members of the Danish delegation were the head 
of DANIDA in Tanzania, Bjork Pedersen, and Danish 
Ambassador to Tanzaniz Erno Olsen. The delegation 
had gone to see Diria prior to attending Tanzania- 
Denmark annual consultations Friday. 


President Leaves for Conference in Botswana 


EA0803154191 Dar es Salaam Domestic Service 
in Swahili 1700 GMT 7 Mar 91 


[Summary] Mwanza—Mwalimu Julius Nyerere left 
Mwanza today for Gaborone, Botswana, to attend an 
international conference which will discuss strength- 
ening Atrica’s economy following political and economic 
changes in East Europe. 


Violence Erupts in Alexandra Township 9 Mar 


Four People Killed 
MB0903091991 Umtata Capita: Radio 
in English 0800 GMT 9 Mar 91 


[Text] Violence has erupted in Alexandra township near 
Johannesburg. Police and the local township clinic say 
four people have been killed, and at least 20 people 
injured in fighting which began early today. 


A police spokesman says at about 0500 [0300 GMT] this 
morning there were attacks on a number of houses and one 
of them was burned down. He says that at about 0830 
[0630 GMT], groups of about 500 Inkatha and ANC 
{African National Congress] supporters headed tuward the 
township stadium to hold separate rallies. Police con- 
fronted and fired tear gas at them to get them to disperse. 


The spokesman says police are trying to identify the 
leaders of the various groups, so as to begin negotiations 
on ending the violence. The spokesman says that as of 
[words indistinct] explosive but under ccntrol. 


Situation Termed ‘Explosive’ 
MB0903 125891 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1159 GMT 9 Mar 91 


[Text] Johannesburg March 9 SAPA—Further police 
and army reinforcements were rushed to embattled Alex- 
andra on Saturday afternoon after security forces active 
in the Johannesburg township said the situation could 
explode any moment. 


Seven people were k+lled and 7" injured in Alexandra in 
early Saturday morning violence between warring fac- 
tions of ANC [African National Congress] and Inkatha 
supporters, police said. 


SAP [South African Police] Liaison Officer Col Johan 
Mostert said police and troops were working to stabilize 
the “explosive” situation, and to keep the angry factions 
apa. 


Police, ANC, Inkatha To Meet 


MB0903 145491 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1433 GMT 9 Mar 9! 


[By Clyde Russell] 


[Text] Johannesburg March 9 SAPA—Nervous Alex- 
andra township residents were on Saturday evening 
awaiting the result of a meeting between African 
National Congress [ANC], Inkatha and police represen- 
tatives following early morning violence which left seven 
people dead and 28 injured. 


ANC-aligned residents said fighting flared in the north 
Johannesburg township when Inkatha supporters 
attacked tewnship residents in the squatter areas. 


An Inkatha supporter said, however, a Zulu had been 
killed in Alexandra on Friday night and a group of 
Inkatha supporters had been attacker when they went to 
the squatter area to investigate. 
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Neither account of events could be verified. 


Township residents accused police of backing Inkatha 
Impis [warrior regiments], a charge vehemently denied 
by police liaison officer, Col Frans Malherbe. 


Four Inkatha supporters were killed when residents 
regrouped to counter-attack, according to ANC ;egiunal 
organiser Mr Popo Molefe. 


Police, however, said they had intervened, firing teargas 
at the angry crowds. 


Two of the dead were found near the hostel area during 
the morning. One man’s faced had virtually been hacked 
off, while the other had been repeatedly stabbed. 


During Saturday morning a stand-off developed between 
the two warring facticns, with Inkatha supporters gathered 
at their hostels while police kept ANC supporters at bay. 


The situation remained tense throughout Saturday after- 
noon with leaders on both sides attempting to calm their 
supporters. 


More police, backed by SA [South African] Defence 
Force [SADF] units, moved into the township to bolster 
the security force presence confronting the two well- 


armed groups. 


Pangas, petrol-bombs, sticks, axes and other sharp-edged 
weapons were touted by both sides. 


While police were attempting to persuade ANC sup- 
porters to go to the township stadium for a rally, a man 
rounded a corner on foot and opened fire with a pistol at 
police and members of the media. 


Although he fired several shots, nobody was injured. 
Several policemen returned fire, but failed to hit the 
gunman. 


A chase through the township streets also turned up 
nothing, but a man was later discovered in the hostel 
arca with a bullet wound. 


He had apparently been caught in the crossfire and hit in 
the upper arm. Bleeding profusely, he was taken to 
hospital ia an ambulance. 


A few minutes later AK-47 rifle fire was heard. Police 
responded by patrolling the streets near the hostel area, 
but did not discover the source of the gunshots. 


Negotiations between leaders of the Alexandra Civic 
Association and Inkatha continued throughout the day, 
and by late Saturday afternoon delegations from both 
sides and the police were meeting at the police station in 
an attempt to agree to a ceasefire. 


ANC organiser, Mr Popo Molefe, told SAPA he would 


ask for joint Inkatha, Anc and police patrois in the 
township on Saturday night. 


He said the Defence Force could “play a crucial role” in 
keeping hostel dwellers confined to their area. 


Several residents voiced fear violence would flare-up 
again on Saturday night. 
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“If the police leave, there will be a bloodbath,” said one 
resident. 


The police commander on the scene said security forces 
would remain in the area until the situation was defused. 


Despite this assurance, a township resident said; “No 
one will sleep tonight”. 


Death Toll 10, 34 Injured 


MB0903175891 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1750 GMT » Mar 91 


[Text] Johannesburg March 9 SAPA—Fcurteen people 
have died in unrest related incidents over the weekend, 
including 10 in Alexandra township on Saturday 
morning, police confirmed. 


Four people died in Natal since Thursday, where spo- 
radic unrest was reported around the Port Shepston area 
along the South Coast. 


Violence erupted in Alexandra township on Saturday 
morning when an alleged Inkatha Freedom Party (IFP) 
member was burnt to death through the dreaded neck- 
lace method. Others later rounded up suspected ANC 
[African National Congress] supporters and hacked 
them to death in a revenge attack. 


Police kept the two warring factions apart, while their 
leaders were trying to calm the explosive situation. 


By Saturday evening the official death toll stood at 10, 
with 34 people injured, police confirmed. 


The situation in the township remained tense with 
leaders of both organisations and senior ~anking police 
officers locked in intense negotiation in a bid to quell the 
explosive situation. 


The meeting agreed that Inkatha members in the town- 
ship should be rounded up and given protection for the 
night in church halls. 


Fears were high that the fall of night might fuel revenge 
attacks from both sides. Already women and children 
were reported to have fled to the local police station to 
seek refuge from the violence. 


A spokesman for the African National Congress (ANC) 
PWV [Pretoria - Witwatersrand - Vereeniging] region 
expressed shock and concern at the latest carnage in 
Alexandra township. 


ANC spokesman, Mr Ronnie Mamoepa, said: “This vio- 
lence is beginning to form a particular pattern which can 
only be due to skillful planning brought about by tenacity to 
rout out these elements from our communities so as to md 
our townships of this carnage,” he charged. 


Meanwhile in Port Shepston, the situation remained 
tense and police were on standby on the Natal South 
Coast on Saturday night, to prevent further clashes. 


Renewed fear of violence follows after IFP members 
failed to meet ANC leader on Saturday as planned 
|sentence as received]. 
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The ANC delegation said it had been informed by the 
Inkatha Institute shortly after midday, that local Inkatha 
leaders would not attend the meeting. 


In a statement, the delegation condemned the violence, 
which it said, was preventing people from going to work, 
while schools in the area had been closed for the past 
week. People were living “in the bush” as their houses 
had beer destroyed, the statement said, and criticised 
alleged ineffective policing on the Natal South Coast. 


According to the delegation, violence on the South Coast 
had intensified drastically after guns were issued to 
“certain people”. 


All Quiet, Toll Rises to 15 


4B 1003074191 Umtata Capital Radio 
in English 0700 GMT 10 Mar 91 


[Text] The police have confirmed that the death toll in 
yesterday's fighting in Alexandra, north of Johannes- 
burg, has risen to 15. 


Police spokesman Colonel! Mostert said five more bodies 
were found in the township late last night. At least 34 
people were injured in the clashes. 


The police say the fighting erupted between Inkatha and 
ANC [African National Congress] supporters in the 
township early yesterday. The police have maintained a 
heavy presence in Alexandra and say the situation 1s still 
very tense. But Col. Mostert says the police are not aware 
of any more incidents of violence last night. 


Civic Association Comments 
MB1003111391 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1041 GMT 10 Mar 91 


[Text] Johannesburg March 10 SAPA—The Civic Asso- 
ciation of Southern Transvaal [CAST], reacting to the 
violence in Alexandra township which has thus far left 
24 people dead and more than 50 injured, on Sunday [10 
March] claimed that the attackers were vigilantes which 
used Inkatha Freedom Party as a cover. 


The statement said that prior to the first attack, the 
leadership of the civic association, ANC [African 
National Congress], Inkatha and the police ad met to 
discuss the issuc. 


“It was agreed that there was no fundamental disagree- 
ment amongst the groups which could be attributed to 
the fighting breaking out. 


“They all agreed that violence should stop. 


“The leadership wanted to address their relevant constit- 
uencies, instructing them to remain in their restricted 
basis/areas.” 


The CAST statement said that after a few minutes, the 
group which allegedly were comprised of Inkatha mem- 
bers had broken away from their restricted areas and 
started attacking and killing people. 


“There is no concrete evidence of police stopping or 
arresting these people, who are carrying guns and other 
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dangerous weapons. It in itself creates a shadow of doubt 
in the minds of CAST on the impartiality of the police in 
this issue. 


“These attackers were vigilantes and we believe that they 
were using Inkatha as a cover.” 


CAST claimed to have ev’ *2nce that the vigilantes had 
been put in place to disorganise the civic association. 


The organisation, which has been waging a determined 
campaign to remove the present town councillors, reit- 
erated this demand on Sunday, saying that the govern- 
ment’s failure or refusal to scrap the BLA [expansion 
unknown] (councillors) would confirm the organisation's 
suspicion about the government's sincerity in its claimed 
commitment to a negotiated settlement. 


They also demanded an independent commission of 
inquiry into the violence at Alexandra. 


CAST called on “the oppressed masses and all the peace 
loving South Africans to concretize their defence 
machinery which musi be used to protect the leadership 
in particular and the community in general.” 


Death Toll Reaches 28 


MB1003 145491 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1444GM. 10 Mar 91 


[Text] Johan. resburg March 10 SAPA—The death toll 
in violence in Alexandra township has risen to 28, police 
said. 

Police spokesman Col Johan Mostert told SAPA said 
four more bodies were picked up on Sunday. It was 
unclear when the four people died. 


There have not been any reports of clashes on Sunday in 
the township, north of Johannesburg. 


More on Situation, Toll 33 


MB1003175291 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1736 GMT 10 Mar 91 


[By Craig Doonan] 


[Text] Johannesburg Mar 10 SAPA—At least 46 people 
have died in countrywide political violence since 
Thursday, 33 over the weekend in Alexandra alone, 
police said on Sunday. 


The death toll in Alexandra township rose throughout 
Sunday with police frequently finding bodies in the wake 
of clashes between ANC [African National Congress] 
and Inkatha supporters on Friday and Saturday. 


At least 50 people were injured in the fighting said SA 
[South African] Police [SAP] liaison officer. He confirmed 
the death toll in the township had risen to 33 after police 
had discovered more bodies on Sunday. A youth had also 
been killed in a petrol bomb attack on police on Sunday. 


He said there had been three incidents of stone-throwing 
on Sunday and by the evening, the police had no 
knowledge of further fighting. 
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However, a Congress of SA Students (Cosas) spokesman 
in Alexandra, Mr Ncane Ntuli claimed there had been 
further sporadic incidents of violence on Sunday, partic- 
ularly in the squatter areas. 


Mr Ntuli described the situation on Sunday evening as 
“explosive”. 


Col Mostert said there was still a heavy police and army 
presence in the township. 


According to police, violence erupted on Friday after an 
Inkatha hostel-dweller was “necklaced™ by Alexandra 
residents. 


Mr Ntuli, however, said Inkatha supporters had attacked a 
Street-committee meeting on Friday night, and in retalia- 
tion, one of the attackers was caught and “necklaced”. 


He said violence continued on Friday night and Sat- 
urday, with an attack on Alexandra residents by a large 
Inkatha contingent early Saturday morning. 


Mr Ntuli also alleged that “comrades” had extracted 
information from an alleged Inkatha warnor, who, Mr 
Ntulhi said, had told them many of the Inkatha supporters 
had been bussed in from hostels in other areas. 


This had aggravated tension in the area. 


The Civic Associations of the Southern Transvaal 
(CAST) alleged in a statement on Sunday that the 
attackers were vigilantes who used the Inkatha Freedom 
Party as a cover. 


Col Mostert said the situation remained tense on Sunday 
evening, despite anticipation of a peace pact between the 
warring factions. 


In other incidents of political violence since Thursday. 
eight people were killed in the Babay: area near Port 
Shepstone. Two more bodies were found Sunday in the 
area, Col Mostert confirmed. 


Another two bodies were found in Tembisa on Sunday after 
clashes between warring factions. Four people have been 
killed in the township since Saturday, Col Mostert added. 


One person was killed in political violence near Pieter- 
maritzburg on Thursday, bringing the total figure of 
deaths from police reports to 46 in the past four days. 


Township ‘Under Siege’ 
MB1003194491 Johannesburg SABC TV 1 Network 
in English 1800 GMT 10 Mar 91 


[Text] The death toll in strike-torn Alexandra township 
nort!: of Johannesburg has risen to 33, and several of the 
more than 60 injured are in a critical condition. Alex- 
andra is in a state of siege as [South African] Police and 
Defense Force reinforcements rush into the area. Chris 
Olckers and cameraman Zach Mongalo filed this report: 


[Begin Olckers video recording] Sporadic outbursts of 
violence continued throughout the night. Warring fac- 
tions were kept apart by the police area task force. 
Gunfire was heard throughout the night, and the driver 


FBIS-AFR-91-047 
11 March 1991 


of this taxi had a narrow escape when he was attacked by 
a gunman wielding an AK-47 rifle. 


Barricades were erected in several streets, as police 
discovered one body after the other. Many of the faction 
fighters were carrying petrol bombs. Outside the police 
not squad headquarters members of the Sandton rescue 
services erected a temporary hospital, where the injured 
were treated. Most of the medical staff were volunteers. 


At first light Inkatha supporters wearing red headbands 
were taking muti [magic potions] to prepare for the 
battles they were expecting. The hostels where most of 
the Inkatha supporters are housed have been cordoned 
off with barbed wire. 


Negotiations between the ANC [Afmcan National Con- 
gress} and Inkatha are continuing, while leaders of both 
organizations have appealed to residents to stay calm. 


The situation remained tense and hostile throughout the 
day. Groups of armed men could be seen everywhere, while 
residents helped people cordoned off to obtain food. 


At least three men were killed inside the hostels, and 
police had to negotiate with faction leaders to have them 
removed. A police spokesman said the security forces 
would remain on full alert until the situation has 
returned to normal. [end recording} 


A short while ago the ANC and Inkatha jointly called on 
the police to step up their patrols in Alexandra, to quell 
the violence and to keep the warring factions apart. 


At a news conference outside Alexandra this evening 
both organizations called on residents to go to work 
tomorrow, and on children to go to school. 


Minister Viok Comments 


MB1003 182691 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1820 GMT 10 Mar 91 


[Text] Cape Town March 10 SAPA—The outbreak of 
violence in Alexandra will not be allowed to spread to 
other Reef townships, Law and Order Minister Adrian 
Viok said in a statement on Sunday. 


Mr Viok said he was “shocked and dismayed” by the 
killings and he wished to “assure residents of Alexandra 
and other nearby townships, as well as residents of 
adjacent areas, that everything possible will be done by 
the South African Police to confine the violence”. 


Other steps, in addition to those already taken, will be 
considered if the fighting did not cease immediately, Mr 
Viok said. 


He also made an urgent appeal to the leaders of the two 
warring factions to bring their supporters under control 
and negotiate a peace’ .. -nd to the conflict which has left 
33 people dead. 

“A drastic change of attitude is necessary if peace is to be 
achieved,” Mr Viok said. 


The police had played a “decisive” role in negotiating 
peace in other townships, and police mediators were 
available to help resolve the crisis. 
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He also said the force would not tolerate revenge attacks, 
or the spread of fighting to other Reef townships, as 
happened in August last year. 


Swift action against those responsible for violence would 
be taken, said Mr Viok. 


ANC, Inkatha Meet 


MB1103063691 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0605 GMT 11 Mar 91 


[Text] Johannesburg March |! SAPA—Officials of the 
Afncan National Congress [ANC] and the Inkatha 
Freedom Party in Alexandra, Johannesburg have agreed 
to keep the opposing groups apart, and have also asked 
the security forces to intensify patrols in the residential 
area, where a weekend of violence has claimed the lives 
of at least 33 people. 


This was reported Monday [!! March] morning by 
SABC [South African Broadcasting Corporation] news. 


Sixty people were injured. 


An ANC delegation has held two days of talks with an 
Inkatha delegation to discuss the violence. 


In a joint statement issued after the talks, the two parties 
urged Alexandra residents to return to work today and 
called on pupils to go back to school. 


In line with the agreement reached between the ANC and 
Inkatha in Durban earlier this year, the delegations also 
decided to establish channels of communication and agreed 
to work together to prevent a similar situation in future. 


They will meet again this weck to set up joint structures. 


36 Dead, 53 Injured 
MB1103071291 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0651 GMT 11 Mar 91 


[Text] Johannesburg Mar | | SAPA—The death toll from 
the weekend's violence in Alexandra rose to 36 while 53 
are reported injured, according to police on Monday [11 
March] morning. 


The township in the northern suburbs of Johannesburg 
was the scene of fierce fighting between ANC [African 
National Congress] and Inkatha Freedom Party (IFP) 
supporters since Saturday. 


Police spokesman Col Frans Malherbe said an 18 year 
old youth was fatally wounded on Monday morning by 
police after throwing a petrol bomb at a police patrol in 
16th Avenue. 


And two other bodies were found early on Monday 
morning with hack and stab wounds. 


Col Malherbe said the situation was still “volatile in the 
township” and many people are reported to have stayed 
away from work on Monday. 
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Government Plans Five East European Missions 


MBO0803 143791 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in Afrikaans 1400 GMT 8 Mar 91 


[Text] South African is soon to open six new diplomatic 
missions in Eastern Europe and Africa. This was said by 
Foreign Minister Mr. Pik Botha in reply to a question in 
Parliament. 


He said the missions to be opened would be in Prague, 
Czechoslovakia; Bucharest, in Romania; Sofia, in Bul- 
garia; Warsaw, in Poland; Antananarivo, in Madagascar; 
and Rabat, in Morocco. 


Mr. Botha added that the South African missions in La 
Paz, Bolivia, and Saint-Denis, in Reunion, have recently 
been closed. 


Soviet Delegation Arrives for Visit 7 Mar 
MB0803 161091 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1549 GMT 8 Mar 91 


[Text] Cape Town March 8 SAPA—The Institute for a 
Democratic Alternative for South Africa (IDASA) is 
hosting a visit to South Africa by three top members of 
the Soviet Afro-Asian Solidarity Committee (SAASC), 
including former USSR ambassador to Zambia, Mr 
Vasiliy Solodovnikov. 


IDASA said in a statement on Friday [8 March] the 
visitors arrived in South Africa on Thursday and would 
be in the country until March 15, meeting with a broad 
spectrum of political groups in Johannesburg, Pretoria, 
Cape Town, Stellenbosch, Port Elizabeth, East London 
and Durban. 


It said meetings had been set up with the Department of 
Foreign Affairs, the ANC [African National Congress], 
PAC [Pan-Africanist Congress}, Azapo [Azanian Peo- 
ple’s Organization], SACP [South African Communist 
Party], the Inkatha Freedom Party, civic leaders and 
political analysts. The Soviets would also address groups 
of academics and students at various educational insti- 
tutions throughout the country. 


Former Ambassador Solodovnikov said on arrival on 
Thursday: “This visit will give us an opportunity to get a 
direct acquaintance with the very important, but equally 
complicated, process of the dismantling of apartheid in 
South Africa. 


“An exceptionally interesting process of developing a 
common approach to the united, non-racial democratic 
future for South Africa is underway in your country now. 
This process has just started, but participation in it of 
various political forces, which were on the opposite sides 
of the divide line, so far, is very encouraging.” 


He said the visit would give the group a chance to 
reconfirm their friendship with the ANC and other 
organisations, as well as with the ANC-led alliance of the 
democratic forces. 


“We also intend to undertake co:tacts with the broad 
spectrum of political forces, which will enable us to gain 


FBIS-AFR-91-047 
11 March 1991 


a better understanding of their position on various issues 
of political settlement in South Africa.” 


Accord Signed With Romanian Trade Chamber 


MB0803 141491 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1334 GMT 8 Mar 91 


[Text] Johannesburg March 8 SAPA—A trade agreement 
was signed on Friday [8 March] between the SA [South 
African] Chamber of Business [SACOB] and the 
Chamber of Commerce and Industries of Romania. 


A statement from SACOB in Johannesburg said the 
agreement provides for the establishment of relations 
between businessmen interested in increasing trade 
exchanges. 


A system of structures, to be agreed upon by both parties, 
will be developed to further cooperation. 


The promotion of joint investments, trade information, 
trade regulation assistance and the possibility of tech- 
nology transfers and licensing agreements were also 
included in the document. 


UK Donates 100,000 Rands To Aid Exiles 


MB0803 153491 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1520 GMT 8 Mar 91 


[Text] Cape Town March 8 SAPA—The British Embassy 
on Friday [8 March] announced an immediate contribu- 
tion of R{rand}100,000 towards the cost of renovation 
and furniture for a centre for returning exiles in the 
western Cape. 


It said in a statement that work at Moira Henderson 
House (previously St Anne’s Hostel) was to begin in a 
fortnight, with the opening scheduled for mid-April. 


“When open, the centre will enable the Western Cape 
Repatriation Committee to offer short-term accommo- 
dation to returnees while they go about the task of 
reintegrating themselves into a society from which most 
of them have been absent for many years. 


“The returnees will be able to make use of health, 
education, employment and legal counselling services, 
all of which will be based at Moira Henderson House, as 
well as the facilities of Cowley House across the road.” 


Announcing the initial contribution, the British Embassy 
said that it had been pleased to respond to the specific 
request by the Vestern Cape Repatriation Committee. It 
was in everyone's interest that the process of reinte- 
grating the returnees should proceed smoothly, and the 
embassy was impressed by the thorough preparatory 
work the committee had done. 


“Britain will help other projects associated with returnees 
during the coming months, and several requests are 
already being considered,” the embassy said. 
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Upcoming African Business Meeting Previewed 
MB0603 191091 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1901 GMT 6 Mar 91 


[Text] Johannesburg March 6 SAPA—For the first time 
in 40 years, business representatives from 14 African 
countries will meet their South African counterparts at a 
conference in Swaziland next week. 


Businessmen, economists and fianciers—internationally 
and from sub-Saharan Africa—hope to find ways during 
the three-day meeting to get the economy of the region 
moving. 


It is the first time in 40 years that countries—many of 
them members of the Southern African Development 
Coordination Conference (SADCC) and the Preferential 
Trade Agreement areas (PT A)}—will focus on opportuni- 
ties with organised South African business and interna- 
tional economists. 


To date, South Africa has been excluded from the 
SADCC and the PTA because of its apartheid policies. 


Ron Haywood, deputy director general of the SA [South 
African] Chamber of Business (Sacob) commented: “To 
get the economy of sub-Saharan African on the move, all 
countries are looking towards regional cooperation and 
trade. 


“Apart from making valuable contacts, we must all learn 
about regional problems in the main areas of agriculture. 
industry, mining, energy, transport and tourism. 


“Together, we must look at solving some of the problems 
and breaking down the barriers which have harmed us all 
for so long. 


“We have to get the business and economics of the 
region running and politics will follow.” 


Speakers, from |7 countries, include Mr M. Sangowana 
of the African Development Bank in Abidjan; Dr 
Thomas Sinkala, chief mining executive, SADCC, 
Lusaka; Dr Bingu Wa-Mutharika, secretary general, 
PTA, Lusaka; Mr David Mc Adams, chief, Division for 
Southern Africa, United Nations Development Pro- 
gramme and Mr Anthony Swire-Thompson, vice presi- 
dent, Commercial Farmers’ Union, Zimbabwe. 


Sub-Saharan Africa Seeks Trade, Business Ties 


MB0603 113191 Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY 
in English 6 Mar 91 pp 1,2 


[Report by Kevin Davie: “SA Firms in Major Drive Into 
Africa’ 


[Text] Sub-Saharan Africa is ignoring ANC [African 
Naiional Congress] pleas to keep sanctions in place and 
is showing unprecedented interest in developing trade 
and business contacts with SA [South Africa]. 


SA companies are responding to the opening markets by 
increasing trade, tendering for development work and 
establishing joint ventures in many African countries. 
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SAFTO [South African Foreign Trade Organization] 
Africa specialist Paul Runge says that with a few excep- 
tions, all sub-Saharan countries are now open. 


A host of business delegations have visited SA in recent 
months, including some from previously hostile coun- 
tries, such as Nigeria. 


Other delegations came from Guinea-Bissau, Burundi, 
Zaire, Angola, Nigeria, Mozambique and Madagascar. 


Two weeks ago, Cameroon, one of the last nations 
ubserving the boycott, signalled its intention to allow trade 
with SA. Gabon was until recently allowing trade on an 
under-the-counter basis, but will now deal more openly. 


Evidence of the new relationship with Africa is shown by 
the 40 percent jump in SA eaports to Africa in 1989, 
which further increased by 22 percent last year. 


Zaire has grown quickly to be SA's second largest market 
in Africa after Zimbabwe. Angola and Kenya also offer 
very good prospects. 


SA trade delegations are now well received north of SA's 
borders. Companies which are gearing up to exploit 
opening markets in Africa include: 


—Nissan, which has sei up a special new trading com- 
pany, Motoware, to handle exports to Africa, and is 
considering requests to establish joint ventures. The 
exports include parts made by other manufacturers; 

—Tiger Oats, which is developing trade in nine coun- 
tries, and has expanded its international arm to 
include an African desk; 

—Safair, which is running its fleet at capacity because of 
demand from Africa. It is considering a flood of 
requests for assistance with infrastructural projects; 

—The CSIR [Council for Scientific and Industrial 
Research], which is active in eight African countries, 
including involvement in the rehabilitation of 
Malawi's road network; 

—Grinaker, which has tendered in recent months for 
several World Bank projects, and 

—Credit Guarantee Insurance Corporation (CGIC), 
which is active in underwriting the risks of new 
exports to markets in Africa. 


Stanbic’s Manfred Schutte says Botswana has recently 
granted a banking licence to an SA bank, and that 
Stanbic has been approached from one or two countries 
interested in re-establishing banking relations with SA. 


“The Africans see that Europeans are less interested in 
Africa because of Europe 1992 and eastern Europe.” 


The French, says SAFTO’s Runge, have reduced private 
investment in Africa by 30 percent. 


Many African countries are therefore looking to SA. 
“They have excessive expectations,” he says. 


Safair’s Braam Loots says Safair may expanc eet 
because of demand from Africa. He says Safe ve 
in the whole of southern Africa, and has des or 
inquiries from Zimbabwe, Zambia, Mo ie, 


Kenya, Gabon and the Ivory Coast. 
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Nissan's Robin Phillips says: “Africa appears to be 
grubby and bankrupt, but penetrate the surface and there 
is gold, including billions of rands of aid money.” 


“We're optimistic. Africa is a very exciting and profit- 
able market,” he says. 


Tiger Oats’s Patrick McLaughlin says the company is 
travelling in nine or 10 African countries right now. “We 
find ourselves working in close cooperation with Euro- 
pean companies who are already active and are looking 
more and more to SA as a reliable trading partner.” 


UDF Successor Might Overshadow ANC Government 


MB0603 103091 Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY 
in English 6 Mar 91 p 4 


[Report by Tim Cohen: “UDF Successor May Over- 
shadow ANC”} 


[Text] The “watchdog” body of community and other 
civic organisations unleashed at the UDF [United Dem- 
ocratic Front] conference last weekend may become a 
powerful political force in a future SA [South Africa]— 
perhaps overshadowing even an ANC [African National 
Congress] government itself. 


Although the official media release issued by the UDF 
after its conference made no mention of what delegates 
called a “social movement”, it is clear the UDF was 
disbanded to make way for a non- artisan organisation 
broader and larger than the UDF itself. 


One of the major components of the new group will be a 
national civic associations’ body, which will include the 
highly vocal Civic Associations of the Transvaal (Cast). 


But if the UDF’s recommendation is acted upon, the 
organisation will not stop there. It will include other 
former UDF structures, such as youth and student 
organisations, and even professional organisations and 
organisations formerly hostile to the UDF and the ANC. 


According to UDF National Treasurer Azhar Cachalia, 
although UDF representatives did not feel the creation 
of a “social movement” was a sine qua non for the 
disbanding of the UDF, there was a strong feeling that 
such an umbrella body should be established. 


While some delegates argued that the UDF should 
establish an interim committee to set up the “social 
movement”, the argument that the creation of such a 
body ought to come from the organisations which would 
be involved won the day, Cachalia says. 


In the process of disbanding and future reformation, the 
new organisation would free itself from the UDF’s 
association with the ANC, principally symbolised by the 
UDF's association with the Freedom Charter. The 
“social movement” will therefore be free to expand its 
membership to include a host of different organisations 
with a wide variety of political affiliations. 


Cachalia says professional organisations, organisations 
which are not “mass organisations” and even organisa- 
tions formerly associated with the NP [National Party] 
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might join the new body. But realistically the “social 
movement” will probably consist principally of organi- 
sations aligned with the ANC, the PAC [Pan-Africanist 
Congress] and Azapo [Azanian People’s Organization]. 


Even so, the organisation has the potential to attract an 
extremely wide membership, which would give it a 
powerful influence over the government of the day. 


Cachalia explains the necessity for such an organisation 
by citing the absence of checks and balances on former 
governments of Eastern Europe. The party became so 
overwhelming that the whole society developed a lack of 
vibrancy and gradually destroyed the democratic culture 
that existed, he says. 


What exactly the “social movement” will do is still not 
entirely clear. Cachalia gives two examples of actions it 
might take: Firstly it wouid ensure that isolated commu- 
nities would have a channel to voice grievances. Sec- 
ondly, it would allow bodies which might normally 
support the party in power but which disagreed with 
government on a particular issue a voice unconstrained 
by political affiliation. 


Who will lead the new organisation remains an open 
question, but the possibility exists that it will create a 
home for disillusioned or sidelined ANC members. 


Cachalia says it will be “a challenge” for the ANC to 
accommodate at its June conference both its large 
external leadership and leaders that emerged out of the 
UDF. But he stresses that the names which are most 
often raentioned as falling within this category—Murphy 
Morobe, Cyril Ramaphosa, Popo Molefe and even 
Cachalia himself—do not see the “social movement” as 
an alternative national political home to the ANC. 


Nevertheless, a decision by members of a political organ- 
isation i» recommend the formation of a “social move- 
ment” which may threaten its political dominance ts so 
unusual it borders on the unique. 


The cynical view is thai the ANC could not oppose the 
formation of the “social movement” for fear of rein- 
forcing suspicions that it is aiming at total hegemony 
over SA society. Perhaps the more pertinent criticism 1s 
that the ANC has not displayed the organisational ability 
that the UDF did (under more difficult circumstances, 
concentrating as it has on macro political matter at the 
expense of bread and butter issues.) 


Cachalia discounts both criticisms, saving the watchdog 
argument is valid whether the ANC is a good or a bad 
organisation. 


The “social movement” is intended to carry forward the 
democratic style of organisation which the UDF developed, 
rather than being a subtle criticism of the ANC, he says. 


Despite being a member of the ANC himself, Cachalia says 
it would be a crucial mistake for the ANC to seek control 
over every facet of life in SA: “It would have been wrong 
and a mistake for the ANC to try to coopt organisations 
involved in the UDF. Life must exist, plants much grow 
outside the ANC.” 
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Lea: ‘ers who attended the conference in their capacity as 
ANC members were commendably non-prescriptive 
about what the UDF should do, and stressed that 
without the UDF they would probably not be back in the 
country, he says. 


Even so, the fact remains the ANC has left space open 
which may be filled by the “social movement”. It has 
done so possibly unconsciously or possibly by default. It 
may live to rue the day. 


11 Mar Press Review of Current Issues, Problems 
MB1103095791 


{Editorial Report] 
SUNDAY TIMES 


Ignorance No Defense for Magnus Malan—General Magnus 
Malan “repudiates responsibility for anything the CCB 
[Civil Cooperation Bureau] might have done,” declares the 
page 22 editorial in Johannesburg SUNDAY TIMES in 
English on 10 March. “His defence is the same as the 
defence which failed the commander of the Japanese forces 
in the Philippines, General Tomayuki Yamashita, when he 
appeared before a war crimes tribunai at the end of World 
War 2: that he did not know troops under his command 
were committing crimes.” General Yamashita was con- 
victed, sentenced to death and executed because he “failed 
to provide effective control of his troops’.” “On the face of 
it, the command structure of the SADF [South Afncan 
Defense Force] is open to the charge brought aeainst Gen- 
eral Yamashita of failing to provide effective control of his 
troops. General Malan, of course, escapes: he is a mere 
politician, no longer bound by ‘the soldier faith’ that Mac- 
Arthur held so high.” 


SUNDAY STAR 


De Klerk ‘Restrained’ in Handling Security Forces—“For 
someone who has so boldly cleared obstacles from the road 
to the new South Africa, Mr de Klerk has been remarkably 
restrained in handling the legacy of murders and repression 
carried out by security forces in the name of apartheid,” 
states Johannesburg SUNDAY STAR in English on 10 
March in its page 10 editorial. De Kierk’s “remarkable 
silence” on the unfolding revelations about CCB and police 
hit squads has “left him vulnerable to suspicions that he 
may one day rely on the securocrats he inherited from his 
predecessor.” “Until Mr de Klerk can clean out the security 
forces—and not merely pass a law to prohibit their partici- 
pation in party politics—he will retain the power to exercise 
the Gorbachev option and revert to repression.” 


THE CITIZEN 


ANC Continues To Make Country Ungovernable— 
Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English on 5 March in its 
page 6 editorial says the “ANC [African National Congress] 
talks to the government but has its own revolutionary 
agenda, and having got the government's consent to mass 
action provided it is peaceful, it proceeds with mass action 
and if it isn’t peaceful, it can always blame what happens on 
the government's security forces. or the ANC’s opponents, 
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or elements it cannot control.” The ANC “isn't” changing 
with the changing South Africa. “It goes on talking peace 
and democray while pursuing its campaign to make the 
country ungovernable. Until the ANC changes its ideas, we 
will not have a peaceful solution—or a democratic one.” 


Greater U.S. Pressure on Majority Rule Expected—“The 
victory in Iraq has left the United States cock-a-hoop,” 
notes the page 6 editorial in Johannesburg THE CITIZEN 
in English on 7 March. It is “going to be interesting” to see 
how the United States “exercises its powers globally.” 
“Although the Bush Administration has been more sympa- 
thetic towards Pretoria now that State President De Klerk 
has introduced major reforms, we will not be off the hook 
even when apartheid is finally abandoned. T*e United 
States will still push for one man, one vote majority rule, 
with no strings attached.” 


BLSINESS DAY 


Editorial on Bank Rate Cut Timing—Johannesburg BUSI- 
NESS DAY in English on |! March in a page 6 editorial 
states: “Cabinet doves are pushing for sharp rises in the 
social spending needed to placate increasingly impatient 
black South Africans—increases that will inevitably lead to 
higher tax burdens for everyone. Cabinet hawks want 
[Finance Minister] Du Plessis to announce a package of tax 
reforms and cuts that will stimulate endeavour and longer- 
term economic growth. Between those two demands, Du 
Plessis has little room for manoeuvre as he has already 
indicated with proposed changes to deferred taxation.” Du 
Plessis “seems likely to avoid further marginal tax rate cuts, 
hoping that the feeling of well-being generated by lower 
interest rates will keep taxpayers happy. The Bank rate cut is 
welcome—but does its pre-Budget timing indicate an 
uncompromising Budget on March 20?” 


SOWETAN 


Call for Inkatha-ANC Meeting To Prevent Killings— 
Johannesburg SOWETAN in English on | | March in a page 
6 editorial refers to the clash between Inkatha and ANC- 
supporters which resulted in the death ot at least 26 people, 
saying: “It is clear enough that peace accords, such as the 
one between Inkatha’s Chief Mangosuthu Buthelez: and the 
ANC’s Mr Nelson Mandela, are not enough on ther own.” 
“Inkatha and the ANC must meet agar: Thes time to work 
out a plan involving party officials on the ground— 
including the police—to ensure that weekends can pass 
without slaughter.” There should also be “an aggressive plan 
from government and those private-sector agencies which 
are able to involve themselves to conquer the sort of poverty 
and degradation from which this kind of madness springs.” 


CAPE TIMES 


Security Police Merger ‘Imaginative’ Policy—In merging 
the security police with the Criminal Investigation Depart- 
ment “to form a new anti-crime unit to be known at the 
CCI, the Minister of Law and Order deserves the warmest 
praise and commendation,” says a page 6 editorial in 
Johannesburg CAPE TIMES in English on 4 March. “This is 
a bold and imaginative stroke of policy which will greatly 
enhance the crime prevention and investigation capability 
of the South African Police.” 
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Angola 


Ceasefire Agreement Expected in Next Round 


MB0903202691 Luanda Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 1900 GMT 9 Mar 91 


[Excerpt] Angolan Foreign Minister Pedro de Castro van 
Dunem Loy has said he believes a cease-fire could be 
signed in the next round of talks between the Angolan 
Government and UNITA to establish peace in Angola. 


Speaking in Bonn, the Angolan foreign minister said that 
if obstacles that prevented the signing of a cease-fire in 
the sixth round are eliminated, it would be possible to 
achieve this objective. 


Pedro van Dunem Loy who has been visiting Germany 
since last Wednesday [6 March] has already held meet- 
ings with a number of German officials, including busi- 
nessmen and entrepreneurs from who he received assur- 
ances to finance economic development projects in 
Angola. [passage omitted] 


Foreign Minister Interviewed on Peace, Relations 


MB1003 193091 Johannesburg SABC TV 1 Network 
in English 1815 GMT 10 Mar 91 


[“Exclusive” interview with Lopo do Nascimento, 
Angolan minister of the interior and chief negotiator, by 
Freek Robinson, South African Broadcasting Corpora- 
tion correspondent, on the “Agenda” program; recorded: 
in Luanda, date not specified] 


[Text] [Robinson] Minister do Nascimento. Have you 
and your government accepted the principle of multi- 
party democracy without reservation? 


[Do Nascimento, in Portuguese with English translation 
voice over] Yes, we are firmly committed to establishing 
a multiparty democracy in this country. We think that, 
in Africa, and not wishing to make references to other 
parts of the world, we think that in Africa the one-party 
system has become outdated. 


[Robinson] Since you've moved away from the one-party 
state, have you also changed your views on Marxism and 
scientific socialism? 


{Do Nascimenio] Yes. Philosophical-political doctrines 
have to correspond with the times according to the 
historical evolution of humanity. Some of the concepts 
that were based on Marxist-Leninist theories have 
become outdated with the march of time, while others 
have been reanalyzed in the context of historical evolu- 
tion. We continue to follow basic socialist principles, 
those of social justice and the protection of the less 
priviledged classes. But we have incoporated these prin- 
ciples in a wider democracy. We refer to our system now 
as a more democratic form of socialism. For example, we 
have already adopted market economy principles, but, at 
the same time, it is important to protect the less privi- 
leged classes of our society because they cannot be left to 
the laws of supply and demand. 
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[Robinson] You have had several rounds of negotiations 
with your arch-foe and enemy, UNITA [National Union 
for the Total Independence of Angola]. Do you expect 
peace to be established this year? 


[Do Nascimento] We want peace so much that we are 
negotiating with UNITA to achieve this objective. As 
you know, there is a saying in the Bible that says, there is 
a time to hate and there is a time to love. We think that 
this 1s the time to love. For this reason, we should move 
ahea with talks to achieve peace. 


[Robinson] And do you love UNITA? 


{Do Nascimento] We are Angolans. Eventhough we have 
our differences, different beliefs, as Angolans we are 
forced to coexist. Tierefore, it is important that we 
establish sufficient tolerance so that we can coexist with 
a diversity of choices open to us. 


[Robinson] When, realistically, do you see a cease fire to 
be signed? 


[Do Nascimento] According to our information, UU!" A 
would prefer not to sign a cease fire before the curnpiete 
withdrawal of Cuban troops, which is due to take piace al 
the end of June. we believe that this issue of the (uban 
troops has nothing to do with the problem of a cease fire. 
We have sent a proposal to the mediators according to 
which a cease fire should still be signed during the month 
of April, toward the end of April. And that from now, 
until that date, all the other problems relating to the 
preelection phase should be resolved. 


[Robinson] It is common knowledge, of course, that you 
have been very unhappy, to say the least, about the 
relations between South Africa and UNITA. Do you 
accept that South Africa is sticking to the accord reached 
in New York two years ago? 


[Do Nascimento] Well, as you know, for some time we 
have had difficulties with South Africa. I think, as our 
president recently said, it is not the time to raise these 
difficulties that have taken place since the independence 
of Angola until now. As far as we are concerned, South 
Africa has relations with UNITA. For us, it ts more 
important that the South African Government should 
adopt an attitude that favors a lasting peace in Angola. 
We also believe, and I have the opportunity to express 
this opinion to South African authorities, that South 
Africa would have an interest in maintaining a good 
relationship with the Angolan Government, irrespective 
of the political party in power. 


[Robinson] Do you foresee that we can have economic 
ties in the near future? 


[Do Nascimento] It is obvious that South Africa is 
economically a highly-developed country, a country with 
a strong economy. Angola is a country with great poten- 
tial. {t will be necessary to reconstruct the country after 
peace has been achieved. And there are certain links, 
from the economic point of view, especially in terms of 
resources. Therefore, I believe, that in the future a closer 
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form of cooperation could develop which would benefit 
the whole of southern Africa. 


[Robinson] Have you been encouraged or discouraged 
by political events in South Africa? 


[Do Nascimento] We have been encouraged. As you 
know, we have close links with the ANC [African 
National Congress] and we are encouraged by the evo- 
lution of the process. As with the situation in Angola, it 
is not an easy situation. But we have seen that events are 
moving in a positive direction, which for us is very 
favorable. A nonviolent and democratic South Africa 
and a peaceful Angola will form the two great pillars of 
Southern Africa. 


Multipartyism Not Due to U.S. ‘Pressure’ 


MB1103075091 Luanda Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 1900 GMT 10 Mar 91 


[Text] Manuel Pedro Pacavira, secretary for information 
of the MPLA [Popular Movement for the Liberation of 
Angola]-Labor Party Central Committee, today ended a 
24-hour working visit to Cuanza Norte Province. He was 
accompanied by Domingos Bartolomeu, first national 
secretary of the party youth wing. 


During his visit, Manuel Pedro Pacavira dealt with 
issues concerning the ongoing changes in Angola. 
Accordingly, after his arrival in the province yesterday, 
he met with the party executive commission, followed by 
a meeting with members of the MPLA-Labor Party, the 
government, and workers in general during which he 
discussed the current changes within the framework of 
the multiparty system. 


Pacavire discussed the varied efforts that have been 
made by the MPLA ever since its founding [words 
indistinct] as well as following it transformation into a 
labor party. He said: The question of a multiparty system 
is a natural development of the revolutionary process 
[words indistinct] and does not come about because of 
U.S. pressure. 


The MPLA-Labor Party official also dealt with the 
ongoing peace process, as well as the failure of the [words 
indistinct] peace talks due to UNITA’s [National Union 
for the Total Independence of Angola] unyielding stance. 


Pacavira emphasized the importance of vigilance and 
territorial integrity. 


Oil Minister Leaves for 8-Day Talks in UK 


MB1003063291 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1900 GMT 9 Mar 91 


[Text] Angolan Petroleum Minister Joao Lourenco Lam- 
boite is in London to discuss oil exploitation and trading 
with British officials. 


Minister Joao Lourenco Lamboite left Luanda earlier 
today on an expected eight-day visit to that European 
country. 
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UN Official Discusses Relief Program Resumption 
MB0903074691 Luanda Don. *stic Service 
in Portuguese 1900 GMT 8 Mar 91 


[Text] James Jonah, UN assistant secretary general for 
special political affairs, left Luanda yesterday at the end 
of a 24-hour visit to Angola during which he held talks 
with President Jose Eduardo dos Santos and other 
Angolan officials, with whom he agreed on the need to 
resume the relief program for drought and war victims in 
Angola. Speaking at a news conference, James Jonah said 
the UN will introduce measures designed to control the 
distribution of donations. He said he, personally, could 
not elaborate on the type of measures. 


A journalist asked Jonah why the areas under govern- 
ment control have not been treated separately from 
UNITA [National Union for the Total Independence of 
Angola]-controlled territory. 


[Begin Jonah recording in English fading into Portuguese 
translation} Usually, the United Nations does not like to 
draw lines on maps. After all, that is not our job. 
Obviously, we know that there are areas controlled by 
[words indistinct] both sides. However, our role is not to 
draw lines in a sovereign country. [end recording] 


Another journalist wanted to know whether misunder- 
standings that caused the government to suspend the 
relief program had been overcome. 


[Begin Jonah recording} | believe that is something from 
the past. The misunderstandings have already been clar- 
ified. Yesterday, Mr. President [60-second brea!. in 
reception]. I don’t wish to underestimate the problems 
faced by the Government of the People’s Republic of 
Angola. It’s the government of a sovereign country. 
Therefore, | am very happy with the decision that have 
been made by the president of the Republic because it 1s 
not an easy decision to make.[end recording] 


Official on Solution to War in U.S., RSA Hands 


MB0903100891 Luanda Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 1900 GMT 8 Mar 91 


[Text] The central ceremony marking yet another anni- 
versary of International Women’s Day was held at Mus- 
sulo Isle in Luanda today, under the theme, We Want 
Peace. 


Speaking on the occasion, Political Burcau Information 
Secretary Manuel Pedro Pacavira | those who 
don’t want peace in Angola have » ied: Jonas 
Savimbi and his UNITA [Nationa! | ‘or the Total 


Independence of Angola] gang. The party official said 
the government has been making efforts in various world 
capitals to have pressure put on the White House, 
because the solution to the Angolan conflict is in the 
hands of the United States and South Africa. 


Manuel Pedro Pacavira also appealed to the wives of the 
ambassadors attending the functions to exert their influ- 
ence internationally in favor of Angolan women who 
wish peace. 
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The ceremony was attended by Ruth Neto, secretary 
general of OMA [Organization of Angolan Women] and 
of the Pan-African Women’s Organization [OPM], com- 
rades of OMA'’s national and provincial secretariats, 
members of OPM, and the wives of several ambassadors, 
as well as guests. Leading Angolan musicians performed 
at the function. 


‘Sao Tomese’ Dos Santos Castigated for Failures 


MB0903201491 (Clandestine) KUP in English to 
Southern and Central Africa 1905 GMT 9 Mar 91 


[Commentary: “Who Rules What™} 


[Text] Jamba, Saturday, March 9—There is neither more 
time nor room for the puppet Eduardo dos Santos, origi- 
nally from Sao Tome, who was evidently adopted in 
Angola to satisfy interests foreign to the country and its 


people. 


The puppet Eduardo dos Santos is desperately 
attempting to mend holes in a ship which had been full of 
holes from the outset of sailing. In reality, the sellout, 
Eduardo dos Santos demonstrates being outdated as the 
day approaches when he will be expelled from his palace. 
so-called Futungo de Belas. 


Following his confusion and having changed his furni- 
ture from his rotten house, after having used his 
henchmen to try to administrate the unadministrable, 
because of its bankruptcy, Eduardo dos Santos was quick 
to excuse himself for inevitable failures in attempts to 
execute programmes which he himself directed for the 
next few months. [sentence as received] He referred to 
them as not adjusted to suit the time. 


Who in fact directs the elaboration of such programmes, 
who inspires the concession of structural organisation 
for the functioning of these structures and establish- 
ments of the programmes? There should not be room 
here to cheat the Angolan people because no one 1s 
prepared to contain the MPLA [Popular Movement for 
the Liberaiion of Angola] Labour Party. Let alone from 
the Sao Tomese Eduardo dos Santos, an authentic alien 
infiltrated in Angola. 


The demands of Angolans including intellectuals, 
directed at Eduardo dos Santos, directly or indirectly, 
are clear repudiations of the MPLA malgoverning and 
puppet Eduardo dos Santos himself. This is no time for 
governing rehersals. 


Were the 16 years in power not enough for the MPLA 
leaders to have a clear and a convincing idea of how to 
adapt objective and functional administrave pro- 
grammes and structures to the realities of our country? 
The MPLA’s time ts over. 


Angolans want leaders capable to saving the country 
from chaos and dishonour in which they find them- 
selves. These leaders, who are genuine Angolan men and 
women defend the interest of the people have already 
been chosen by the people. They are in UNITA 
[National Union for the Total Independence of Angola]. 
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It is UNITA President Dr Savimbi, the man chosen by 
Angolans to restore freedom and social justice, in the 
country. Dr. Savimbi is the only one capable to lead the 
Angolan nation and relaunch it to prosperity and progress. 


Angolans and UNITA militants must be honoured and 
be given a respectable and honourable place among free 
nations of the world. Only with UNITA can these 
objectives be achieved, closing ranks around UNITA 
and following Dr. Savimbi who represents the aspira- 
tions of all oppressed Angolans. 


MPLA Reportedly Using Chemical Weapons in Uige 
MB0803210891 (Clandestine) KUP in English to 
Southern and Central Africa 1910 GMT 8 Mar 91 


[Text] Jamba, Friday, March 08—The MPLA [Popular 
Movement for the Liberation of Angola] government is 
reported to be using chemical weapons against the rural 
population in a move believed to be a retaliation against 
people suspected to be UNITA [National Union for the 
Total Independence of Angola] supporters. 


Informed KUP sources said today that Qilemba village, 
situated 65 kms north of Uige was attacked by MPLA MiG 
jet fighters causing heavy casualties among the population 
and destroying homes and property early this week. 


Explosions followed by a thick green smoke was seen by 
survivors who added that three days later, they discov- 
ered all [words indistinct] were found near the village, 
according to the sources. MPLA forces have been using 
chemical weapons against UNITA forces and the civilian 
people. including water poisoning 


MPLA Reportedly Stepping Up ‘Atrocities’ 
MB0803211591 (Clandestine) KUP in English to 
Southern and Central Africa 1905 GMT 8 Mar 91 


[Text] Jamba, Friday, March 08—The Luanda regime 
has stepped up atrocities against the civilian population 
in the northern Angolan province of Malanje in attempts 
to discourage them from supporting UNITA [National 
Union for the Total Independence of Angola]. 


An eye witness of the MPLA [Popular Movement for the 
Liberation of Angola] atrocities, a 31-year-old Mr. 
Antonio Dala Kalunga of Cayombo village, who had 
been in Minse [Ministry of Staite Security) prison in 
Malanje from 1988 to 1990 said, innocent people are 
being arrested every week and thrown in prisons where 
many die of hunger or brutal beating. 


In an interview with KUP today Mr. Kalunga said that 
MPLA’s Minse has a practice of burying alive its victims 
three times every year during the months of February, 
April and December when they celebrate their national 
holidays. 


Mr. Kalunga, who had been stripped naked, beaten up 
and stabbed by MPLA’s Major Pedro Sebastiao - pro- 
vincial assistant commissioner for militia forces, ODP 
[People’s Defense Organization] and agent of state secu- 
rity during the interrogations, said he had never been 
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given medical treatment by the prison authorities during 
his two and half years there. 


Mr. Kalunga who said he was accused of being a UNITA 
collaborator added that his clothes were seized by Minse 
and stayed naked for 45 days before his relatives brought 
him other clothes. 


He revealed that along with eleven other prisoners, they 
were taken by MPLA's Minse provincial delegate Jentil 
de Andrade to witness the burying alive of a victim, 
Benjamin Prat, at Cangandala District, some 30 km 
south of Malanje. The victim was forced to dig his own 
grave after which he was tied and dragged by Minse 
security-men who buried him alive. Jentil de Andrade 
said later, you see, don’t play, we will do the same to you 
if you support UNITA. The practice is intended to 
discourage the population from supporting UNITA, 
according to the local people. 


KUP Claims MPLA Troops Burning Villages 


MB0903200291 (Clandestine) KUP in English to 
Southern and Central Africa 1910 GMT 9 Mar 91 


[Text] Jamba, Sat, March 9—At least three civilians 
have been gunned down by incendiary MPLA [Popular 
Movement for the Liberation of Angola] troops at the 
outpost of Camacupa in the central Angolan province of 
Bie. 

Correspondent reports in the area said today that 
MPLA’s 30th Battalion guarding the hydro electric dam 
that supplies power to Camacupa and Bie are destroying 
entire villages by setting them ablaze. 


The reports said three elderly men who resisted search of 
their houses were shot dead in front of their families last 
Thursday. In other incidents, the report added that 
entire families are being brutally forced out of their 
houses, their money, foodstuffs and other essentials 
confiscated in the operations before setting fire on them. 


Former UNITA Soldiers Blame Savimbi for War 


MB1003063691 Luanda Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 1900 GMT 9 Mar 91 


[Text] Four former UNITA [National Union for the Total 
Independence of Angola] soldiers have blamed Jonas 
Savimbi for Angola's continuing war. These men were 
captured by FAPLA [People’s Armed Forces for the Lib- 
eration of Angola] forces during an attempted sabotage 
operation in Huambo Province toward the end of last year. 


In line with other honest and patriotic Angolans, these 
compatriots expressed their desire to participate in the 
reconstruction of our war-ravaged country. They called 
on all those who still live in the jungle and obey 
Savimbi's orders to kill civilians, steal their possessions, 
and destroy the economic infrastructure, to lay down 
their weapons and fcllow the policies defined by the 
MPLA [Popular Movement for the Liberation of 
Angola}-Labor Party at a time when there is democratic 
openness in the country for peace and the resolution of 
Aagohi’s internal conflict. 
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These four former UNITA soldiers also discussed the 
low morale of UNITA military personnel, the arrests of 
Tito Chingunji and many other UNITA dissidents, free 
and fair elections, and the Angolan peace process. 


UNITA Kills 4 FAPLA Officers at Munhango 


MB1 103100291 (Clandestine) Voice of Resistance 
of the Black Cockerel in Portuguese to Southern and 
Central Africa 0500 GMT 11 Mar 91 


[Text] A senior MPLA-PT [Popular Movement for the 
Liberation of Angola]-Labor Party commander and 
three FAPLA [People’s Armed Forces for the Liberation 
of Angola] officers were kilied, and some officers were 
wounded, when UNITA [National Union for the Total 
Independence of Angola] forces repetied a FAPLA bri- 
pade during an attack aimed at retaking the strategic 
town of Munhango on the Benguela railroad. 


UNITA military sources yesterday revealed that Captain 
Germano Matias Baheva, commander of the First Tactical 
Group of the Third Group, is among the several FAPLA 
members who were killed during heavy clashes near the 
Chicala post in Moxico Province between 1700 [1600 
GMT] on 6 March and 1400 the following day. Cadet 
Officer Luciano Figueiredo is among the officers killed. 
Military sources added that 32 FAPLA members were 
wounded. 


Troops of the puppet MPLA-PT regime involved in the 
battle were completely defeated and fled in disarray. The 
sources added that the number of deaths could increase 
because the MPLA regime is unable to evacuate its 
wounded. 


This defeat suffered by the MPLA forces is a clear 
message to the MPLA puppet regime that all its provoc- 
ative military operations against \'NITA are doomed to 
failure. 


77 Kovoet Members Repatriated to Namibia 


MB1 103085291 (Clandestine) Voice of Resistance 
of the Black Cockerel in Portuguese to Southern and 
Central Africa 0500 GMT 11 Mar 91 


[Text] A total of 77 former Koevoet [Crowbar-— 
South-West African police counterinsurgency unit] 
members, who had sought political asylum in UNITA- 
[National Union for the Total Independence of Angola] 
controlled territory last year, have been repatriated to 
their country. The 77 men were handed over by senior 
UNITA officials tc Namibian immigration official Mr. 
(Dun Samuel) on the Angola-Namibia border yesterday. 


The event was attended by representatives of the 
Namibian International Committee of the Red Cross; 
Mr. (Roy Wankinu) [title not given], and Namibian 
Army and police officials. 


The former Koevoet members were granted refuge in 
UNITA's liberated areas last year after having fled their 
country. 
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Coffee Plantation Workers Want To Return Home 


MB0703221891 (Clandestine) KUP in English to 
Southern and Central Africa 1905 GMT 7 Mar 91 


{Text} Jamba, Thurs, March 07—Many workers contracted 
by force from their home areas in the central and southern 
parts of the country by the Luanda authorities in the late 70s 
in order to revive the paralysed coffee industry in the north 
of the country want to return to their homes but are being 
prevented from doing so by the government. 


According to sources recently arrived in Jamba from the 
area, hundreds of coffee plantation workers taken to 
northern Angola when they were still youngsters are 
stranded and cannot return back to their home villages 
because the Luanda regime is refusing to give them 
permission to do so. 


The sources say despite the fact that attempts by the 
MPLA [Popular Movement for the Liberation of 
Angola] to revamp the coffee industry in the north have 
failed, the MPLA regime is reluctant to let the men 
return to their homes and is instead recruiting them by 
force into the Army. 


Mozambique 


Renamo Wants To Resume Talks With Government 


MB0903 182291 Maputo Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 1730 GMT 9 Mar 91 


[Text] Italian Ambassador in Maputo Manfredo di Cam- 
erana said today that he has received information that 
Renamo [Mozambique National Resistance] wants to 
resume talks with the Mozambican Government and it 1s 
even prepared to consider signing a cease-fire. Di Cam- 
erana said he received this information from the Italian 
Government and the Catholic Church mediators in Rome. 


The Italian ambassador told AIM [Mozambique Infor- 
mation Agency] that he leaves for Rome this evening in 
his capacity as the president of the Joint Verification 
Commission [JVC] for talks with Renamo President 
Afonso Dhiakama at the request of the mediators. 
Dhiakama is already in Rome. 


Manfredo di Camerana will be accompanied by Pascoal 
Jose, head of Renamo delegation in the JVC. In different 
rounds of talks, the Mozambican Government has been 
proposing the signing of a cease-fire but Renamo has 
always refused. 


Renamo has been violating the partial Rome agreement 
and disregarding the JVC's findings. Accordingly, the 
Italian ambassador told AIM that Renamo leader must 
take the JVC seriously and not view it as a joke. 


‘Deliberate’ Violations Condemned 
MB1003 123691 Johannesburg International Service 
in English 1100 GMT 10 Mar 9! 


[Text] The International Joint Verification Commission 
which is monitoring the implementation of a partial 
cease-fire agreed to in Rome in December between the 


FBIS-AFR-91-047 
11 March 1991 


Mozambican government and the Renamo [Mozam- 
bique National Resistance] movement, has strongly con- 
demned, what it calls, deliberate violations by the rebels. 


The Verification Commission noted at a meeting in 
Maputo that Renamo had accepted responsibility for 
five attacks on the Limpopo railway line between Zim- 
babwe and Maputo since late last month. 


The Limpopo line is one of two railway lines covered by 
the partial cease-fire agreement. 


The Renamo commander, Afonso Dhlakama, has 
admitted giving orders on the 23d of last month for 
attacks on the Limpopo corridor to be resumed. His 
justification was the claim that Zimbabwean troops were 
still stationed outside the corridors—a claim denied by 
Zimbabwe and Mozambique. 


Portuguese Premier To Deny Renamo Head Visa 


MB090305 1591 Maputo in English to Southern 
Africa 1800 GMT 9 Mar 91 


[Text] In Portugal, the prime minister, Cavaco Silva, has 
said that he will not authorize the granting of a visa for the 
Renamo [Mozambique National Resistance] leader, Afonso 
Dhlakama, as demanded by lobby for the bandits in Lisbon. 


A Lisbon-based newspaper [words indistinct] has said that 
Mr. Cavaco Silva has been angered by the apparent inter- 
ference in Portugal's foreign policy by the pro-Renamo 
lobby. This lobby is lead by a local businessman, Antonio 
Rebelo de Sousa, who 1s also a member of the Portuguese 
Social Democratic Party. 


Government Forces Kill 281 Renamo ‘Bandits’ 


MB0903 153891 Maputo Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 1030 GMT 9 Mar 91 


[Text] The Voice of Combat radio program has revealed 
that the Mozambique Armed Forces killed 281 Renamo 
armed bandits in operations mounted in different cor- 
ners of the country last February. In operations carned 
out mainly in Nampula, Cabo Delgado, Niassa, and 
Sofala provinces, our forces captured 33 armed bandits 
with their weapons and freed more than 2,000 peasants 
who had been kidnapped by the criminais. 


Malawian Party Delegation Arrives 8 Mar 
MB0803125691 Maputo Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 1030 GMT 8 Mar 91 


[Text] A Malawian delegation led by John Tembo, 
treasurer of the Malawi Congress Party, arrived in 
Maputo this morning for official talks with Mozambican 
officials. 


The Malawian ¢elegation is scheduled to be received by 
President Joaquim Alberto Chissano. It is believed that 
bilateral cooperation issues will be discussed during the 
audience. 
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Minister Says Mining Rehabilitation ‘Encouraging’ 
MB0803132891 Maputo Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 1030 GMT 8 Mar 91 


[Text] Mineral Resources Minister John Kachamiia said 
in Chimoio yesterday that the steps taken so far to 
rehabilitate Mozambican mining have been encour- 
aging. He added that this will be an incentive for the 
Mozambican Government to open more mines in 
Manica Province and in other parts of the country. 


The minister of mineral resources toured the Manica 
Alluvion Enterprise, Alma, during his visit to that prov- 
ince. Alma was founded in September of last year. 


Minister Kachamila was accompanied by Portuguese 
entrepreneurs, who expressed an interest in exploiting the 
(Serpentemitos) mines in Manica District and the black 
granite mines in Manica Province’s Gondola District. 


Over 13,000 Refugees Return From Camps 


MB1103121291 Maputo Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 1030 GMT 11 Mar 91 


[Text] A total of 10 people arrive daily in Moatize 
District, Tete Province from Malawi refugee camps. The 
Moatize delegate of the DPCCN [Department for the 
Prevention of and Struggle Against Natural Disasters] 
says that his organization currently is assisting more than 
13,000 returnees in several centers. He added that most 
of the returnees are already involved in agricultural 
activities in order to become self-sufficient. 


Meanwhile, Doctors Without Borders, a Belgian [as 
heard] nongovernmental organization, has been assisting 
citizens repatriated from Malawi and currently living in 
Moatize, Sanga, and Angonia Districts. With the help of 
three doctors, the organization is providing medical 
assistance and medicines. 


Zimbabwe 


Government Prepared for Land Acquisition 


MB0703202291 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2008 GMT 7 Mar 91 


[Text] Harare Mar 7 SAPA—Zimbabwe appears set to 
use controversial amendments to the bill of rights to help 
it seize white-owned farm land. 


Draft legislation to effect the government's plans shows 
no suggestion that it will compromise, reports SAPA’s 


correspondent. 
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Official sources in Harare said on Thursday a second 
draft of the Land Acquisition Bill had been prepared but 
had not been circulated foz comment to the commercial 
farmers union which represents some 3,800 farmers. 


The sources spoke on condition of anonymity. 


The Land Acquisition Bill is to be the legal instrument 
setting out the procedures for the seizure of land, for w at 
the government claims will be the basis of a land reform 
plan in which more than half of the |! million hectares 
owned now by commercial farmers will be taken over. 


The sources told SAPA the draft of the bill provided for 
the establishment of an arbitration body which would 
hear challenges to the seizure of land. 


They said the body's terms of reference were over 
procedural matters only, and it specifically excluded its 
ability to hear challenges over the fairness of the com- 
pensation paid to farmers. 


One of the main aims of the bill, said the sources, is to 
allow the government to designate land for acquisition 
for resettlement. Once land has been designated, the 
sources said, compensation is paid in terms of levels 
fixed by the minister of agriculture. 


Only those whose land is not officially designated have 
any right to being paid a “fair” price, the sources said. 


But it is expected that such clauses will make little 
difference, as the farmers will have no right to dispute 
what the government says is “fair”. 


The draft bill also allows government to pay compensa- 
tion in cash and redeemable bonds, the sources said. 


A senior official of the Commercial Farmers Union 
would not comment, saying that no copy of the draft has 
been fowarded to it, but observers say it is likely that the 
farmers’ mood of despondency will deepen. 


The bill contradicts assurances given in private by cabinet 
ministers to commercial farmers that arbitration on the 
fairness of compensation would be provided for in the bill. 


Farming sources also said Agriculture Minister Witness 
Mangwende, on a recent round of mostly private 
addresses to Commercial Farmers Union branches 
around the country, had made little attempt to reassure 
the farmers of their security of tenure. 


They said a meeting in Mutare degenerated into a 
shouting match after Mr Mangwende told a questioner: 
“Sit down, shut up.” 


He was also heckled when he declared to the meeting: “! 
will not have my authority challenged”. 
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Benin 


RND Candidate Steps Down, Supports Soglo 
ABO0903 141291 Cotonou Domestic Service 
in French 1930 GMT 8 Mar 91 


[Text] Councillor Joseph Adignon Keke, the 
secretary of the National Rally for Democracy [RND], 
will not take part in next Sunday's presidential race. He 
has stepped down in favor of Mr. Nicephore Soglo and 
has called on all RND militants and supporters to vote 
massively for Mr. Nicephore Soglo. This decision was 
contained in a communique signed by Joseph Keke. The 
communique also noted that the RND, which was born 
out of the merger of two former political associations, 
wants to be a concrete example of unity and sacrifice, 
two qualities which Councillor Keke incarnates, 
according to the communique. It was these qualities that 
led the party to decide to nominate Councillor Keke as 
its presidential candiate in the 10 March elections. 


In order to negotiate and accept any proposal for alliance 
aimed at safeguarding and strenghtening cohesion and 
national unity—and following several meetings and 
exchanges of views with some personalities and some 
parties—and out of a concern for cohesion and national 
unity, Councillor Keke was prompted to choose the 
prime minister and candidate. According to Councillor 
Keke and the party, Mr. Nicephore Soglo remains the 
symbol of the gains of the National Conference and the 
person who can bring together the largest number of our 
countrymen in order to revive our hopes. 


This is why the general secretary of the RND has decided 
to step down in favor of Mr. Nicephore Soglo. Conse- 
quently, the RND general secretary informs all voters of 
this party that on 10 March 1991, there will be no yellow 
ballot papers bearing his photograph or name at the 
polling stations. Therefore, Councillor Keke calls on all 
these militants to select Nicephore Soglo’s white ballot 


papers. 


Party Executive ‘Surprised’ 
AB1003 143491 Cotonou Domestic Service 
in French 1900 GMT 9 Mar 91 


[Text] Chairman Justin Ahomadegbe breaks his silence. 
The announcement yesterday by the National Rally for 
Democracy [RND] that it had decided to give its votes to 
candidate Nicephore Soglo sent the RND political 
advisor into a tantrum. Chairman Justin Ahomadegbe 
confesses that he was surprised by this decision because 
the issue was not discussed by the party's leadership 
organ. Nonetheless, he believes that the RND can restore 
its unity through dialogue far from the electoral storm 
after the passions have subsided. We listen to him, 
expressing his stand on the RND's decision in Clement 
Houenotin'’s microphone: 


[Begin recording] [Ahomadegbe] Mr. Keke, in his 
capacity as party secretary, declared yesterday—and | 
learned this from the radio... 
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{Houenotin interrupting] In other words, you were not 
involved in this statement? 


{[Ahomadegbe continues] ...declared yesterday that— 
[changes thought...] concerning the issue of his (?candi- 
dacy), | was intormed—that he was calling on the RND 
to vote for Mr. Nicephore Soglo. 


[Houenotin] That's right. 


[Ahomadegbe] We did not have the opportunity to 
discuss this latest decision at the level of the RND’s 
governing body, nor was it discussed with the new 
partner, Nicephore Soglo. I am not against the decision. 
I regret, however, that it was not discussed first seriously 
among ourselves, and subsegently with friends of the 
prime minister and the prime minister himself, with a 
view to defining the terms of the alliance because issues 
cannot be taken lightly. They should be based on specific 
bases, on specific principles. All that was not mentioned, 
nor followed. I was also somehow surprised to learn from 
the radio that the secretary general, in his capacity as 
such, is calling on all the RND activists to vote for Mr. 
Nicephore Soglo. | am not saying that people should not 
vote for Nicephore Soglo, but | must state my surprise. 


{[Houenotin] Mr. Chairman, before yesterday's decision, 
quite a few things took place in this party, among others 
the expulsions we witnessed. | am referring particularly 
to the expulsion of members of who are very close to you. 
I am thinking of (Antoine Dessenou), for example. So, 
what was your position in all these debates which led to 
such a rift within the RND? 


[Ahomadegbe] It is a painful situation. It is a painful 
situation. There had earlier been a precedent. My friend 
Tovoedjere was dismissed for antiparty actis.ties. The 
aftermath showed that this exclusion did not profit the 
party much. | think that what happened is deplorable, 
because we do not, at this time, need to aggravate tension 
which is [words indistinct] party. But it is the law which 
caught up with the majority of our [word indistinct] and 
we ourselves as activists following our electoral defeat in 
the legislative elections. | think that with all this being so, 
we should be cautious in order noi i heighten tension by 
introducing any new element which could worsen this 
situation. This explains why | refrained from uttering a 
word during the debates at the end of which all these 
exclusions were decided. | abstained from the voting. 
What is regrettable is that at the last ditch meeting after 
which the exclusions were decided, the Democratic 
Renewal Party wing of the RND was massively present, 
and that the UDD [expansion unknown] was repre- 
sented by just a few people—four a five, at most—who at 
any rate did not take part in the exclusion vote. Some of 
them voted against the exclusion while others abstained. 
I, on my part, watched all that with a lot of grief, without 
uttering a word and without voting. [end recording] 
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First Round of Presidential Elections Held 10 Mar 


Proceeding ‘Peacefully’ 
AB1003 183291 Paris AFP in English 1815 GMT 
10 Mar 9i 


[By Alain Bommenel] 


[Text] Cotonou, March 10 (ArP)}—A large majority of 
Benin’s people turned out Sunday for a presidential 
election aimed at crowning the process of “democratic 
renewal” initiated in the small West African state a year 
ago, witnesses and officials said. Voters were choosing 
among | 3 candidates, notably Prime Minister Nicephore 
Soglo who has headed a transition government since last 
year, Albert Tevoedjre, leader of the Our Common 
Cause (NCC) party, and surprise stand-again candidate 
Mathieu Kerekou, the current head of state. Most 
observers said the first round of voting on Sunday was 
unlikely to produce a clear winner. The second round is 
due on March 24. An Interior Ministry official said the 
turnout must be “very much higher” than the 52 per cent 
who voted in the parliamentary elections three weeks 
ago, which returned a majority supporting Mr. Soglo. 


An AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE correspondent 
watched the Toffinu or lake men of Ganvie, the biggest 
community of stilt houses in Africa, making their way to 
their polling stations by canoe. The fishing people live on 
the vast Lake Nokoue, where a sparrowhawk was said by 
legend to have taken them in the early 18th centuryt to 
escape from the King of Abomey. Several candidates 
came to plead for the votes of the Toffinu, who were 
watched half-naked children delighteed at all the fuss. 


General Kerekou, who was slammed at a national con- 
ference last year for the the record of the military 
Marxist regime he installed after seizing power in 1972, 
caught voters and the other candidates off guard when he 
announced last month that he was in the running. 


Sunday's voting was being monitored by French and 
German parliamentarians and independent observers 
from the United States and Canada. The election is the 
fifth in as many months, since the registered electorate of 
some two million has already chosen their district rep- 
resentatives, mayors and members of parliament, as well 
as backing a multiparty constitution in a referendum. 


The AFP correspondent saw long lines of voters in the 
capital of the small West African state. The radio 
reported that the poll was going ahead peacefully, after 
several violent incidents last week between Gen. 
Kerekou's supporters and those of other candidates. 


3 Candidates Leading 
AB1103081691 Cotonou Domestic Service 
in French 0615 GMT 11 Mar 91 


[Excerpt] Beninese went to the polls yesterday to demo- 
cratically elect their president. More than 2 million 
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voters participated massively in the voting, which took 
place in a calm and serene atmosphere, without any 
serious incident. 


It must be said right away that the turnout was larger 
than during the legislative elections. By their maturity, 
the Beninese have thus expunged the spectrum of vio- 
lence and political disorder. The first winner of yester- 
day’s voting was the Beninese people. Once again, the 
they have demonstrated to the world their maturity and 
their determination to resolutely take the noble path of 
political pluralism, an option they chose on 28 February 
1990 following the historic national conference of the 
active forces. Since that time, several decisive hurdles 
have been crossed, beginning with the elections of 
mayors and district heads, the referendum on the Con- 
stitution, and the legislative elections. The last, decisive 
hurdie was the presidential elections, which were held 
yesterday throughout the country. 


On the basis of the provisional results so far, the fol- 
lowing observations can be made: of the 13 candidates 
standing for the post, three have clearly emerged. They 
are Mathieu Kerekou; Nicephore Soglo; and Albert 
Tevoedjre, who won landslide victories in their home 


regions. [passage omitted] 


Kerekou ‘Clearly’ Leading 


AB1103082691 Paris AFP in French 0718 GMT 
11 Mar 91 


[Text] Cotonou, 11 Mar (AFP)}—President Mathieu 
Kerekou is reportedly clearly leading in the first round of 
the presidential elections in Benin, according to provi- 
sional! results available at 0630 GMT. 


According to the results of about 20 percent of the 
registered electorate, he is reported to have won 43.62 
percent of the votes cast as against 35.67 percent for 
Prime Minister Nicephore Soglo. The other 10 candi- 
dates are reported to have shared 19.71 percent of the 
votes cast, of which 3.69 percent went to Mr. Bruno 
Amoussou, chairman of the Social Democratic Party 
(PSD). 


Soglo Said Leading 


AB1103134091 Paris AFP in French 1302 GMT 
11 Mar 91 


[Text] Cotonou, 12 Mar (AFP)}—Prime Minister Nice- 
phore Soglo is now racing ahead of President Mathieu 
Kerekou, according to provisional results of the first 
round of yesterday's presidential elections which were 
available this morning, it was learned from the Ministry 
of Interior. As of 1300, Mr. Soglo had obtained 36.96 
percent of the votes cast as against 26.14 percent for 
President Kerekou. These figures account for more than 
60 percent of approximately 2 million registered voters. 
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Mr. Albert Tevoedjre, chairman of “Our Common 
Cause” party came third with 11.10 percent of the votes 
cast. The provisional turnout percentage is put at 57.26 
percent. 


This turn in events is explained, in particular, by Prime 
Minister Soglo’s performance in Cotonou where he won 
more than half of the votes cast. Observers believe there 
may still be changes in the election trend as some regions 
voted massively for candidates of their regions. 


Ivory Coast 


Posts, Telecommunications Privatization Approved 
ABO0803 114791 Abidjan Domestic Service 
in French 0700 GMT 7 Mar 91 


[Excerpts] The cabinet met yesterday from 1000 to 1400 
under the chairmanship of the head of state, His Excel- 
lency Felix Houphouet-Boigny. During the meeting, the 
president signed the nomination decrees of central direc- 
tors of the following ministries: scientific research, pro- 
fessional training, and technical education; industry, 
mines and energy; health and social protection; equip- 
ment, transport, and tourism; environment, construc- 
tion, and urbanism; culture; promotion of women; posts 
and telecommunications; youth and sports; and employ- 
ment and civil service. [passage omitted] 


Concerning the Ministry of Equipment, Transport, and 
Tourism, and with the aim of developing the tourism 
industry in the interior of the country, the cabinet 
approved using Yamoussoukro Airport as a charter flight 
airport. The cabinet also authorized creating a joint body 
for managing goods transported by rail between the 
Burkinabe Railway Company and the Ivorian Railway 
Company. 


Concerning the Ministry of Posts and Telecommunica- 
tions, the cabinet heard a report on restructuring the 
posts and telecommunications sectors aimed at intro- 
ducing more flexibility in managing and operating the 
posts and telecommunications’ public and financial ser- 
vices; improving productivity, competitiveness, quality, 
and technical and commerical management of these 
services; and improving working conditions for per- 
sonnel. 


The cabinet approved the conclusions of the report 
providing for creating two companies during a transition 
period before the privatization planned in this sector. 
The state will be the major shareholder while the com- 
panies’ personnel will be in charge of managing and 
operating the posts and telecommunications’ public and 
financial services. The new charter of the posts and 
telecommunications sectors will be set up in April 1991. 


The next cabinet meeting will be held on 13 March 1991. 
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PDCI Begins Work Toward Extraordinary Congress 


ABO0803 122591 Abidjan Domestic Service 
in French 0700 GMT 7 Mar 91 


[Text] The Democratic Party of Ivory Coast [—African 
Democratic Rally], PDCI-RDA, will soon hold its 
extraordinary congress. As a prelude to this event, the 
PDCI-RDA has decided to organize new elections for its 
district and village committees, as well as for party 
branches of local government areas and subprefectures 
throughout the country. Sixty-eight delegations will go to 
the field to supervise this exercise, and the Political 
Bureau urges mission heads, elected representatives, and 
activists to take all necessary steps to ensure that these 
elections at the grassroots level are conducted in an 
atmosphere of brotherhood, love, tolerance, and peace. 
The exercise will end by 24 March at the latest. 


Chadian President Arrives for 24-Hour Visit 


Makes Statement on Arrival 


ABO0703180991 Abidjan Domestic Service 
in French 1245 GMT 7 Mar 91 


[Text] I have come to seek the support of a brotherly and 
friendly country to be able to get my country out of 
conflict. This was contained in the statement made a 
short while ago by Chadian Head of State President 
Idriss Deby at the Port-Bouet International Airport. 
President Deby, who arrived late this morning in 
Abidjan for a 24-hour visit to our country, was welcomed 
by Prime Minister Alassane Dramane Ouattara. Here is 
the statement he made to the national press a few 
minutes after his arrival. 


[Begin Deby recording] In fact, as you know, the Ivory 
Coast means a lot to Chad. So, our visit to the Ivory 
Coast is aimed at showing our clear desire to seek to 
further strengthen the historical bonds of cooperation 
and friendship between the two peoples and countries. 


This visit is also in line with the various trips we have 
been able to undertake throughout Africa and elsewhere. 
Knowing the various difficult situations that my country 
has experienced, we are of the opinion that this will 
enable us to give the necessary explanations and ask for 
the support of all these brotherly and friendly countries 
which have closely interested themselves in all the prob- 
lems of Chad. 


It is also aimed at seeking their support and sustenance 
to help us escape the conflict that Chad has experienced 
since its independence; practically for 30 years. This will 
also enable us Chadians to tackle much more important 
problems such as national reconstruction, national 
unity, and peace in the country. [end recording} 
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Comments Upon Departure 


ABO0803 163291 Abidjan Domestic Service 
in French 1245 GMT 8 Mar 91 


[Text] Colonel Idriss Deby, Chadian head of state, has 
just left Abidjan after a 24-hour visit. As on his arrival 
yesterday, he was seen off this morning by Prime Min- 
ister Alassane Dramane Ouattara. Before leaving our 
country, the Chadian president held his last discussions 
with President Felix Houphouet-Boigny at his private 
residence in Cocody [a district of Abidjan]. The Chadian 
head of state was obviously returning to his country 
satisfied. During my visit to Ivory Coast, I was able, he 
told the press, to benefit from Fresident Felix 
Houphouet-Boigny’s wise advice. President Deby was 
speaking to Mama Fofana from our news desk: 


[Begin Deby recording] This 24-hour visit has enabled 
me to review all the problems that particularly interest 
Chad at this stage. They are problems relating to coop- 
eration, friendship between the Chadian people and the 
Ivorian people, and also some current problems that are 
of particular interest to the two coutries. We reviewed all 
these problems. 


Following my 24-hour visit to Ivory Coast, my feeling is, 
as other African heads of state who have already had the 
opportunity to come here have noted, it is a country of 
wisdom and long-standing experience. We have also 
benefited from the source of wisdom, all the advice that 
will enable us to better resolve the Chadian problem and 
use Our energies to make peace and devote ourselves to 
the primary problem—Chad’s development. [end 
recording] 


Cocoa Contract Signed With Soviet Union 


AB0403150191 Dakar PANA in English 1240 GMT 
4 Mar 91 


[Text] Dakar, 4 March (PANA)}—A five-year contract 
for the supply of between 100,000 and 150,000 tonnes of 
cocoa per year by Cote d'Ivoire [Ivory Coast] to the 
Soviet Union has been signed between the two countries, 
the latest edition of the Ivorian Cote d'Ivoire SELEC- 
TION reported. The weekly, made avaiiable to the PAN 
AFRICAN NEWS AGENCY (PANA) said Soviet banks 
have undertaken to bear the financial risk that could 
result from the deal. 


The Soviet embassy in Abidjan confirmed that the 
agreement for the deal was signed in December 1990 
between PRODINTORG, a Soviet state food buying 
agency and the Ivorian Government. Cote d'Ivoire ranks 
third among the USSR’s African trading partners after 
Egypt and Algeria. Statistics showed that imports of 
Ivorian agricultural produce, especially cocoa, amounted 
to 111 million rubles (about 60 billion F CFA) in 1989. 
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Liberia 


Leaders Say Taylor ‘Stumbling Block’ to Peace 


ABO503124091 Paris AFP in English 2351 GMT 
4 Mar 91 


[Text] Monrovia, March 4 (AFP)—The continued 
refusal of Liberia’s main rebel leader Charles Taylor to 
confine his soups to barracks ahead of a national peace 
conference scheduled for March 15 here could delay the 
meeting, observers said Monday. Leaders of Liberia's six 
political parties said they were prepared to participate in 
the conference, which is to appoint a new interim 
government to replace that of lawyer Amos Sawyer, but 
charged that was again applying delay tactics by refusing 
to confine his forces. [sentence as received] 


They also accused Mr. Taylor, leader of the National 
Patriotic Front of Liberia (NPFL) which controls virtu- 
ally all of the West African country outside of the capital, 
of being “insensitive to the plight of the Liberian people” 
and a stumbling block to peace after 15 months of brutal 
civil war. The leaders feared that the conference could be 
a failure if Mr. Taylor refused to have his troops 
encamped as agreed under an accord signed last month 
in the Togolese capital Lome. 


Rival rebel leader Prince Johnson of the Independent 
National Patriotic Front (INPFL) and Liberian Army 
chief of staff J. Hezekiah Bowen also signed the docu- 
ment at the close of meeting of heads of state and 
ministers from the Economic Community of West 
African States (ECOWAS). Following the signing, Mr. 
Johnson and Gen. Bowen immediately confined their 
forces, observers here noted. All three warring factions 
are to disarm once a new interim government ts in place. 


Many Liberians here have started calling Mr. Taylor the 
“Saddam Husayn of Liberia,” and suggested that an 
ECOWAS-backed peacekeeping force should drive the 
NPFL guerrillas out of Liberia if their leader continues 
to impede the peace process. 


In a recent editorial, the independent INQUIRER news- 
paper said it did not believe a national conference was 
possible without first confining the NPFL soldiers and 
opening the country’s highways to allow citizens free 
movement. 


“All Taylor wants is power. If he cannot have it, no one 
should have it,” one Liberian who asked not to be 
identified said. 


Under last month's Lome agreement, the six-nation 
peacekeeping force, known as ECOMOG [ECOWAS 
Cease-Fire Monitoring Group], was given the mandate 
to move into all parts of the country to monitor and 
implement the ceasefire agreement. Mr. Taylor has 
refused to allow the troops to enter his territories. The 
NPFL chief has also rejected a final communique by the 
ECOWAS leaders in Lome which stipulated that under 
the community's six-month-old peace plan for Liberia, 
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no leader of a warring faction could head the future 
interim government. The interim president and vice 
president are also not to stand in general elections 
scheduled for October 15. But Mr. Taylor, who has 
proclaimed himself president in a shadow NPFL regime 
in norther Liberia, told journalists in Burkina Faso 
Saturday [2 March] that he disagreed with the ECOWAS 
plan, and that the Liberians at the conference would 
have the “last word” about the country’s leadership. He 
has insisted that he should lead the interim government. 


Meanwhile, unconfirmed reports reaching here at the 
weekend spoke of renewed fighting between NPFL rebels 
and citizens of northwestern Lofa and eastern Grand 
Gedeh Counties. Witnesses returning from the Liberia- 
Ivory Coast border said residents of the late president 
Samuel Doe's native Grand Gedeh County attacked 
NPFL forces there last month and were now in control of 
much of the region. They claimed that most of the NPFL 
rebels were killed in the Glio Forest while they were 
cutting logs for export. 


Local press reports quoted witnesses saying armed Mus- 
lims led by former state radio and television director 
Alhaji Kromah also attacked NPFL elements in Lofa 
County to avenge the deaths of hundreds of civilians 
reported killed by rebels earlier in the conflict. 


Taylor's Activities Reported 


ABO0803111091 London BBC World Service 
in English 1709 GMT 7 Mar 91 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] Whether or not Charles Taylor insists on having 
the interim presidency, he is certainly campaigning vig- 
orously in the large areas of Liberia under his control. 
Our correspondent, Scott Sterns, has been on the cam- 
paign trail with him, and he sent this report: 


[Begin Sterns recording] Charles Taylor left for Senegal 
today after completing the most recent leg of a county by 
county campaign for the presidency with a trip to Lofa 
County near the Guinean border. The road from 
Gbarnga to Voinjama was lined with villagers clapping 
and waving to the Taylor motorcade as it moved north 
under banners declaring: Taylor for President, Say All 
Liberians. On ELBC Radio Gbarnga an announcer 
asked: Are you looking for a man to protect our nation’s 
sovereignty? You already have that man in Charles 
Gankay Taylor. Support his unquestionable sacrifice 
and dignity for the presidency. 


Yesterday, Taylor addressed a rally at the Voinjama City 
Hall, 50 km south of the Guinean border. It was classic 
campaign hoopla: church choirs, native drum and 
dancing groups, fiags, and local gifts to the man they 
already consider president of the National Patriotic 
Reconstruction Assembly [NPRA] government. The 
people wanted better road and open school. The candi- 
date told them what they came to hear. Voinjama chief, 
Tambo Taylor, said the NPRA should work more closely 
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with civilians to correct each other’s mistakes. The chief 
was particularly troubled with commandos demanding 
to be fed by his people. A man who has no wealth cannot 
put his hand in his pocket, the chief said through an 
interpreter. 


Candidate Taylor repeated his campaign theme of oppo- 
sition to foreign intervention, and the desire of the 
political establishment to seize power from the people 
who have struggled throughout the conflict. Taylor said 
he will not be a dictator and hoped to introduce democ- 
racy throughout the country to defend the right of all 
tribes to live in peace and harmony. His most enthusi- 
astic applause came when he promised to prosecute all 
commandos found abusing civilians, or participating in 
irregularities he admitted had been committed in the 
course of the 14-month conflict. 


At a rally in Zozo later in the afternoon, he explained 
why some West African leaders oppose his participation 
in the interim government. Charles Taylor is not the 
problem in this nation, but I become a problem to those 
who would like to see things continue as they used to be, 
and because I am determined to change it, they figure: 
Jesus, this boy is going to rock the boat. Well, | am not 
only going to rock the boat, | am going to blow up the 
boat, Taylor said. [end recording} 


Gambian Minister on Upcoming National Conference 


ABO0803101791 London BBC World Service 
in English 1709 GMT 7 Mar 91 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] Hopes for a lasting peace settlement in Liberia are 
now pinned on next week's meeting scheduled to be held 
in Monrovia. Already the cease-fire was signed by the 
warring factions in Bamako, and there have been two 
further meetings in Lome to thrash out the details and to 
organize the withdrawal of the fighting forces. The next 
step is the big political one of setting up a new interim 
government for Liberia. 


Until now, the leader of the main rebel movement, 
Charles Taylor, has insisted that he should be president, 
though there is speculation that he might now be pre- 
pared to compromise. Another question is: Who will be 
at the Monrovia meeting? There could be disputes over 
who should be there and question marks over who will 
turn up. And the meeting will be under the auspices of 
ECOWAS [Economic Community of West African 
States], whose chairman is President Jawara of The 
Gambia. His foreign minister, Omar Sey, is in London, 
and Robin White asked him if next week's meeting 
would definitely take place. 


[Begin recording] [Sey] It is definite. It is definite, and we 
have assurances from all parties concerned that they will 
cooperate and that they will go strictly by the ECOWAS 
peace plan. 
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[White] Will you yourself go to that conference or not? 


[Sey] Yes I will go. The foreign ministers of the Media- 
tion Committee will be there. We will be on hand when 
the Liberians meet to elect this new interim government. 


[White] Presumably the crucial question is going to be, 
or one of the crucial questions is going to be, who will 
actually attend this meeting because in the makeup of 
who goes to this meeting, that will have a very large 
effect on the decisions that the meeting takes, surely. I's 
that what they are all now huddling over? 


[Sey] Well I don’t know that they are haggling over 11. I 
think that we have discussed this, and the executive 
secretary has been instructed by the heads of the Medi- 
ation Committee to invite all Liberian political parties, 
factions, interest groups, to this conference. 


[White] Presumably everybody 1s demanding that they 
should be there. 


[Sey] Yes, yes. Everybody is demanding, but you can't 
invite everybody in person, individually. 


[White] Who is going to decide who will go there and 
who will not? Are you going to take part in that decision- 
making process? 


[Sey] That decision has already been taken in consulta- 
tion with all the warring factions, and invitations have 
been distributed already... 


[White, interrupting} Ah! The guest list has already gone 
Out it appears. 


[Sey] Oh yes, yes. Yes, it has. 


[White] Right. And everybody knows about that, do 
they? 


[Sey] They ought to. By now they ought to have known 
{laughter} about it. 


[White] Can that guest list be changed or has it been 
finalized? 


[Sey] It has been finalized. It has been finalized, and as I 
said this was done in consultation with the warring 
parties. 


[White] What happens if people think they have been left 
out? Is that too late? They can't go? 


[Sey] I don’t think anybody who ought to go has been left 
out. I think all those people who ought to be invited, who 
represent groups or factions have, indeed, been invited 
to this meeting, on the | Sth. 


[White] Now has Charles Taylor told you or any other 
people in ECOWAS that he will not stand for the post of 
interim president? Has he told you that? 


[Sey] Well... 
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{White, interrupting] He seems to be implying that, but 
has he actually told you that? 


[Sey] No, we haven't been told, but we safely assume 
because this is central to the ECOWAS peace plan and 
this 1s what all of them have signed. 


[White] He said he hasn't signed anything to that effect. 


[Sey] Well I don’t know, and I think we are sure that this 
is what we discussed in Lome, and this is the agreement, 
and everybody was present. In accepting the ECOWAS 
peace plan, you accept all components of the cease-fire, 
and this is central to the ECOWAS peace plan. And I 
hope Charles Taylor—not only Charles Taylor but all the 
other parties—will respect this basic principle, this fun- 
damental principle of the peace plan. 


[White] Would you say that at the moment he is being 
the most tricky person in this equation, Charles Taylor? 


[Sey] Well tricky? I don’t know because since Lome three 
weeks ago, consultations have been held. Last week there 
was a meeting in Lome. The executive secretary was 
there, and all the three factions agreed that they will 
abide by the ECOWAS peace plan and they will do 
everything possible to ensure that the all-party confer- 
ence 1s on course. That was only last week. 


[White] Could I ask you if people who make up this 
ECOMOG [ECOWAS Cease-Fire Monitoring Group] 
peacekeeping force are now getting pretty anxious to pull 
their troops out or not? Are they quite happy for them to 
stay there for another year or are they getting anxious to 
get them out? 


[Sey] Well as you know, whenever you have your troops 
abroad you want to do the job and get out as soon as 
possible. | mean, it is no pleasure, it is no joy—neither 
on the part of the troops, nor on the governments 
sending the troops—to have the troops stay there for 
such a long period. You want to ensure that the job you 
are there for is done so that you can go back, and yet you 
don't want to leave an unfinished job done. So really 
what is holding the troops is to get the job done for this 
interim government to be elected and for Liberians to get 
along with the business of preparing for general and 
presidential elections. 


[White] When are you hoping that the ECOMOG troops 
can come out? 


[Sey] I can't put a specific date on this, but | would say 
according to the peace plan it says up to 12 months after 
the conference. 


[White] So they are going to be there for at least another 
year? 


[Sey] At most. At most, another year. [end recording] 
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Nigeria 


NDLEA Chief Relieved; Replaced by Kwajafa 


AB0903130091 Lagos Domestic Service 
in English 2100 GMT 8 Mar 91 


[Text] Mr. Fidelis Oyakhilome has been relieved of his 
duty as chairman of the National Drug Law Enforcement 
Agency [NDLEA] until further notice. A statement 
issued in Lagos this evening by the Presidency and 
signed by Mr. Nduka Irabor, chief press secretary to the 
vice president, named a former commissioner of police, 
Mr. Fulani Kwajafa as the acting chairman of the agency. 
Mr. Kwajafa is to assume duty with immediate effect. 


More on Chief's Suspension 


ABO0903131591 Paris AFP in English 1210 GMT 
9 Mar 91 


[Text] Lagos, March 9 (AFP)}—The head of Nigeria's 
National Drug Law Enforcement Agency (NDLEA), 
Fidelis Oyakhilome, has been suspended until “further 
notice,” a government spokesman announced here Sat- 
urday. A society lady, Jeniffer Madike, now in detention, 
last month accused him of taking a bribe amounting to 
800,000 naira (83,330 dollars) between last October and 
November to secure the release of a suspected drug 
baron. The suspect, Greg Odilibe, has since fled abroad. 
Convicted drug traffickers get life imprisonement in 
Nigeria. 

Mr. Oyakhilome, a lawyer and retired former deputy 
head of the Nigerian police, has denied the charge but 
admitted that Ms. Madike had in the last 10 years been 
very close to his family, and particularly to him. Accused 
by government of being a suspected “blackmailer and a 
name-dropper,”’ Ms. Madike, 31, was detained under the 
much-dreaded ‘Decree 2’, a law by which a suspect can 
be held for up to renewable six weeks without trial, 
officials announced here last February 19. 


Her detention since last January 10 is also for “protec- 
tive’ reasons and because “the (drug) ring to which she 
is linked is believed to be dangerous and may bring her 
personal harm that might subvert the cause of investiga- 
tion,” they added. Her lawyers are currently battling to 
secure her release. 


Mr. Oyakhilome has been replaced with immediate 
effect at the head of the 14-month-old NDLEA by a 
detective and former police commissioner, Alhaji Fulani 
Kwajafa. 


Liberian Rebel Leader Johnson Arrives for Talks 


ABO0703100691 Dakar PANA in English 0943 GMT 
7 Mar 91 


[Text] Lagos, 7 March (PANA)}—The leader of the 
Independent National! Patriotic Front of Liberia, Prince 
Yormie Johnson, is to hold talks with Nigerian President 
Ibrahim Babangida Thursday in Abuja, central Nigeria, 
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official sources said in Lagos today. The discussions are 
expected to centre on the all Liberian national confer- 
ence scheduled for Monrovia 15 March, the same 
sources said. 


Johnson arrived in the Nigerian capital Wednesday with 
the newly appointed ECOMOG [Economic Community 
of West African States Cease-Fire Monitoring Group] 
field commander, Maj. Gen. Rufus Kupolati, and a 
15-man delegation that included five women. 


Johnson, who flew into Lagos in a Nigerian Government 
presidential jet, is expected to hold consultations at 
various levels with President Babangida and external 
affairs minister, Ike Nwachukwu. Kupolati is also 
expected to join the talks. 


Leaders of Liberia’s six political parties have said they 
are ready for the conference which is to usher in a new 
interim government to replace that led by Amos Sawyer. 
Sawyer was appointed by the Economic Community of 
West African States (ECOWAS) which has been trying to 
restore peace to Liberia since the conflict began 14 
months ago. 


Commends Peace Efforts 


ABO0703184291 Kaduna Domestic Service 
in English 1700 GMT 7 Mar 91 


[Text] The leader of the Independent National Patriotic 
Front of Liberia, Mr. Yormie Johnson, has commended 
Nigeria for her peace efforts in Liberia. Mr. Yormie 
Johnson, who made the commendation today in Abuja, 
said Nigeria’s mediative role was very unique and 
fruitful. Explaining the purpose of his visit, the minister 
of external affairs, retired Major General Ike 
Nwachukwu, said Mr. Yormie Johnson and his team 
were in the country to look for further assistance toward 
finding peace in Liberia. They will also hold talks on the 
forthcoming peace conference scheduled for the | Sth of 
this month in Liberia. 


Maj. Gen. Ike Nwachukwu remarked that Nigeria will 
assist Liberia to have an administration that will ensure 
a lasting peace and stability and also provide the much 
needed impetus for the development of this country. He 
said Nigeria was working hard toward the establishment 
of Liberian Reconsiruction Parliament. According to the 
external affairs minister, Nigeria considered the visiting 
Yormie Johnson as a friend and was received in a 
friendly capacity. 


Discusses Conference With Babangida 


ABO0803205291 Paris AFP in English 1434 GMT 
8 Mar 9] 


[Excerpts] Lagos, March 8 (AFP)—Prince Yedou 
Johnson, leader of the Independent National Patriotic 
Front of Liberia (INPFL), one of three warring factions, 
late Thursday pledged to attend next week's national 
conference in Monrovia, the presidential spokesman 
said here Friday. 
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Speaking during an audience with President Ibrahim 
Babangida, Mr. Johnson, who began a “peace mission” 
to Nigeria’s future capital Abuja on Wednesday, also 
assured the Nigerian leader of his “strong desire for 
peace” in Liberia, Chief Duro Onabule said in an official 
statement. [passage omitted] 


Mr. Johnson, who had earlier Thursday met the minister 
of external affairs, retired Major General Ike 
Nwachukwu, told Mr. Babangida that Liberians owe 
Nigeria a “debt of gratitude” for the human and material 
resources it had invested in an attempt to resolve the 
crisis, the presidential spokesman said. Nigeria contrib- 
uted more than half of the 6,000 ECOWAS peace- 
keeping troops that went into Liberia last August. Other 
countries to send troops were Ghana, Sierra Leone, 
Gambia and Guinea. A Nigerian is the field commander 
of the force. 


Mr. Babangida assured Mr. Johnson of Nigeria's support 
for any steps that would solve the Liberian crisis. The 
Nigerian Government has already promised to set up a 
Liberian fund before the end of this quarter. 


Mr. Taylor, who last January sent a peace delegation to 
Ngeria, might soon pay another visit to the country, also 
notably to discuss the Liberian national conference, a 
reliable source said. 


Asks for Help To Open Roads, Port 


AB0903192891 Paris AFP in French 2059 GMT 
8 Mar 91 


[Text] Lagos, 8 Mar (AFP)—Liberian rebel leader Prince 
Johnson asked Nigerian President Ibrahim Babangida to 
persuade the other rebel leader, Charles Taylor, “to open 
the roads, ports, and airports” in his areas and confine his 
soldiers to their camps, he told the press today in Lagos. 
Prince Johnson admitted that Charles Taylor must “par- 
ticipate in the common task of reconstructing the country” 
but rejected his claims to become interim president of 
Liberia, he added on his return from Abuja, the future 
federal capital of Nigeria, where he met with General 
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Babangida. The rebel leader, who arrived in Nigeria “on a 
peaceful mission” on 6 March, did not give any other 
details of his conversations with Gen. Babangida, saying 
only that the talks were very “successful.” 


Finally, Prince Johnson called on Charles Taylor to leave 
Grand Gedeh County, former President Samuel Doe’s 
base in eastern Liberia, and allow access to it by mem- 
bers of the Krahn ethnic group to which Mr. Doe 
belonged. Indeed, Charles Taylor penetrated the county 
recently, according to Prince Johnson. 


Ambassador to UN Comments on South Africa 


AB0603 173491 Dakar PANA in English 1549 GMT 
6 Mar 91 


[Text] Lagos, 6 March (NAN/PANA)—Nigeria’s UN 
Ambassador Ibrahim Gambari has said that however 
positive South African President F.W. de Klerk’s 
reforms may sound in South Africa, they remain mere 
promises which are yet to be fulfilled. Gambari said in 
Lagos Tuesday that until these promises were imple- 
mented, the international community would not be 
rushed into relaxing pressure on South Africa. 


He noted that though De Klerk had taken bold steps to 
lift the state of emergency in the country, released a 
number of political prisoners and had gone ahead to 
abolish some repressive laws, apartheid was still very 
much in place in South Africa. As long as apartheid 
exists, there could be no talk of lifting sanctions on the 
white minority regime, Gambari said. 


The envoy, who is also chairman of the UN Special 
Committee Against Apartheid, cited the Internal Secu- 
rity Act and the Bantustan Education Act as some 
landmark legislations which must be repealed. On vio- 
lence between rival black groups in the country, he 
explained that the OAL . ecognised two liberation move- 
ments, the PAC [Pan-Africanist Congress] and the ANC 
[African National Congress] in South Africa, stressing 
that apartheid itself is responsible for the fighting. 
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